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2] Finding Females

BY ELIZABETH 5HOWMN MILLS, ©G. CGL. FASG

Ready to take your family’s women beyond “Mrs,
James Smith™? Start with these tips from a pro.

28 Why Not Sugar and Spice?

Seems we spend so much time finding men that
we forget how fun it is to search for women.

30 The Art of Family History

BY JAMA LLOYD

A simple family tree? Mot for this artist, See
just how she chose to celebrate her heritage,

BY PAUL RAWLINS

Get kids involved in their family’s past and theyll

learn history is more than just dates and names.

56 Murder in the Family

BY JINHIE KAUFMAN

Maore than 90 vears later, a nephew gets
hooked on a mystery and discovers what
happened to the aunt he never knew he had,
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BY ELIZABETH SHOWN MILLS, ©G, CGL, FASG

Mamie Doun Bisessowes got g bt of press as the
wife af a president, but she wanted none of it When a
tharoughly-modern reporter asked what her aspirations
hd been as a 2000 century female, Mamie replied: “1 was
[Thars]) wetlie, Tosbu's mother, wd U children’s grandimaotber,
Thats all [ ever wanbed o be”

W all have our Mamies, don'tl we—grandmothers now
beyand [hving memary who scem to have had no desire for
ai identity of thelr own,

Like T wite, many of our premodern graind mathers
were taught that o respeciable females name should appear
i w newspaper o more Uiae Uiree Wnes: ol bisth, -
ringe, und death. Even so we are not likely to find those
menthons within surviving issues,

And, like ‘Thomas Jefferson who preceded Mamie's (ke
by two centuries, the males our grandmothers married
likely thowglst it oot g and proper [ur 4 womas o
appear In u court of law or o public assembluge of men”
Why would she even need to? She could nor vote, It was
her husband’s place to transact the family business, and
any inheritance her father left her would pass autamiati-
cally to that hushand. After all, under the English com
mon law followed by all American stiles bul Lowisiamn,
wife and heesband were one persun and, at law, the hus-
band was that person,

For gencalogists, the question is not so much why—
ag in, Why do our foremothers appear so seldow in the
records? The question is fow—How do we identify the
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pndclentitfied? How do we coax back to lle someone who
seems bo exist only as a4 given name on a census or per-
haps a deed? How do we take all those women on our
charts whom we call Mary Bleank, Susan Slank, or Per-
evveliin Blearnk amel regraft them onto the Gunily teee Trom
which society plucked them?

it We fullow elghi strateygles all good researchers use.

i Redefine Failure

Reseurch is miv jusl & prociess
E\‘ of discevering miore records in

which ta look up the names
of problem ancestors, Most breakthoughs happen in
the ardinary, everyday records we easily lind and oo
hastily pul aside. When we use o census, deed, s roll,
or probate inventory, and we do not find a mention of
our elusive female, that record has not failed us, It may
still affer priceless evidence, It has only falled 1o say
something abvious,

Build Research Skills
Strategies require a plan,

bt they also call for a
knowledge of technigoes by
which that plan can generate results, We learn
those techniques by reading creative case studies
published in peer-reviewed journals. Whatever
will o the wisps we chose, others have chased also.
Mames and faces may be different, but problems
tend 1o be the same,

The Netienal Genealogreal Society Quarterly, The
American Genealogist, and the New England Histor-
icatl amed Cremealogical Register all publish case stud-
ies that demonstrate how to lift the fog of history
fromn shadowy females In many circumstances,
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. shift the Focus
Stratd

John needs to be more thorough,

Identifying Permelia means using those male-focused
records to reconstruct John' life day by day. We iden-
tify precisely where he lived—the street, creek, or specific
Llownship, range, and sectlon, We track his activitles at
wirrk, al war, and in the community. We creile a lst

of those people who make up his "FAN" clube his

Friends, Associates, and Meighbors, Each is a potential
in-law whose records need searching once we exhaust the

records created by John himself,

Beside every impassable wall in genealogical research is

When we ponder Who was
Permelia before ste married
Jotni? we ask the wrong
question, Our question should be: Where was Johe in the
vear he would have taken Permelia as his wife? lronically,
the root of our problem may be that our research on

Question! Question!
Question!

The records we find on

Jukin offer many clues o the
identities of his wile and mother. We nurure those clues
by asking other questions. Who did his brothers and
sisters marry? Siblings often married siblings. Widowed
fathers and their sons married widowed mothers and their
daughters. Where did John go to school? Who were his
classmates? Who were his sisters’ friends?

What was John's eccupation at the time he would have
met and marrled Permelia? Yousg men often courted
daughters of theie mentors, emplovers, o fellow workers,
Whose will did he execute? Whose estate did he admin-
ister? Above all, whose bonds and mortgages did he
cosign—ar who cosigned for him# Serving as surety for
soimeniie elads debt was a hnancial risk mast men took
anly far close kin.

A path with a gate, Even when that gate carvies the wrong
e, we should not lgnore i So what 1 Tohn and Per
irbielin e (o soon W apply [or o military pension?

Juhns presence on o muster roll glves us a list of Gellow
sesldiers who could huve lved longer, could have applicd,
and could have talked about John. "Me and John,” one
old veteran wrote in his pension affidavie, “me and John
Pettypool dug them trenches together, Me and John were
buddies, just like brothers, He married my sister”

Mot So
Famous
Women. ..

Who Should Be

BY TANA PEDERSIN LORD

Amelia Earhar

F Rames

impect

been wmmeasurable
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1473=1458 B.C

Ancient Egypt is ahead of its time
wheén It come Lo edqual rrgllh far

115 citizems—wamen can own prog-
erty, seek employment curside the
homse, and even adopt childeen. And
fermale rulers govern Egypt on and off
far centuries. But when Hatshepsut
ascends to the throne, she doesn't
setthe for pust being a
queen—she declares
herself pharach, the
kimg of Egypt and a
divine being. For

I years she rules one
of the most advanced
and powerful empires
in history.

Stratds

ca, B0 B.C

Sammurarmat,
the Queen of
Assyria, iy lauded
for her military
conduiests and
creation of the
Drlﬁllldl |“"E'"H
gardens of
Bahylon,

Research the FAN Club

The names vn our list, like
l:w:'y1|||11g in life, need
priocitizing, Which individuals

appear most often in Johin's records in roles that suggest a
specinl closeness? Starting with the strongest prospect, we

ca. &00 B.C

Aavpane wha has taken geometry
b heard of the Pythagorean
thearem—or should have, But have
you heard about the woman beside
the man? Pythagoras. the famouws
Greek marthematician, has & prom
ising young female student named
Theano whom he eventually mar
ries. Together they create a school
for mathematics that both men
and women can attend. Theano
also becomes an influential math-
ematscian in her own right and is
credited with discovering her own
mathematical rule that creates the
foundations For others who come
after her,



thoroughly pursue the records of each friend, associate, and
neighbor until we find the one whose records can answer
our identity questions. ldeally, one of those associates will
explicitly state a kinship, as the old soldier did for john
Pettypool. More often, we find bits and shards of indirect
evidence—statements that relate o John and Permelia but
do not explicitly say what we need them to say. Fventually,
if we are diligent and sharp-eved. we accumulate enough
fragments o build a convincing case,

Use Records More Creatively

As genealogists, we lave
E,'L \ records that state Kinships in

\ plain terms—like those for

baptisms, marrtages, and burlals, Other church buoks
may disappoint us, John and Permelia may appear
geparately an the membership ralls of Pilgrim's Rest,
but rarely will such a roll tell us Permelias maiden
mamme, Nor can we expect it maiden mume Lo be
mentioned when the church elerk notes the couple’s
departure for Kansas and thelr request to move thelr
letters, Still, we may deduce Permelins maiden name
from those records by closely reading the full register,
extracting all references to temales of her given name,
and carelully analyzing the resulls,

YESTERDAY

Three Permelias, in my own case, were admitted 1o Pilgrim
st prioe to my Permelias remeoval: *Sister Permelia Jones™
and "Sister Permiclia Smith?” both by letter, and by experience.
Permietia Pickelheimer, daughter of Brother “Thomas” Reading
the full set of minutes across several decades., [ found a dis-
inissal for Sister Jones and a death notice for Sister Smith, but
nuthing further for Permelia Pickelheimer, whaose father con-
tinued to be mentioned. Pursuing old Thomas Picketheimer
in other records yielded a probate, explicitly naming Permwlia
Pittypod as s daughier,

Matwy resources offer silent clues bepging o be devel-
oped, Road books name young men ordered to work on
neighborhond erews. Because they were assigned to short
stretches of the road an which they lived, fellow crew

312 B.C, e, 3OO B.C AD, 40 o 60 ch, 1000 ca. 1004

Candate, Agnodice Boudiccs, Lady Musasalkl, Erfle the Reds daugh-
Empress of ilBegally Celtic queen, Japanese authar, ter-in-law, Gudridar
Ethlopla, practices Trung Trac and Trung Mhi, young leads & revalt writes The Tafe Tharbjarnarsdattlr, ghees
protects her medicine in daughters of a Vietnamese lord, against the of Geryl, ane of ~ birth to the first European
peaple from Bncent Greece., lead & revolution against the Reman Empire, the earkiest mov- child in the Mew World,
Aloxander Chinese who had invaded and con- ot i recoided

the Great. quesed their country. They farm histary

natsonal holiday

and train their awn army,
which eventually grows to
arcund 80,000 warriors,
Many of the army’s gener-
als—one of whom is their
own mather—are women.
The rebellicn does not
overthrow the Chinese tyr-
anny. but the womaen are
still celebrated every year
in Vietnam with their own
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members were often kith and kin. Similarly, city directories
offer cross-street indexes we can use to identify neighbors,
especially valuable in tenement areas where residents sel-
dom created legal records.

Early tract books of the US. Land Office identify neigh-
boring purchasers of gowernment land who may have come
and gone between censuses—including the new settler whio
died and left an orphaned daughter, By identifving local
merchants and doctors, tracking down their ledgers, and
remding entries line by line, we cun find such jewels as “one
commb charged by Polly Lee, formerly Polly Gage)” or “deliv-
ery of son born to Sary Harber, who until last week was
the Widow Jones.”

Learn Their Culture

When vur research moves
backward to immigrant
generatbons, our difficulty in
identifying females often stens from unfamiliarity with
legal and cultural practices, When, on a 1909 passenger
roll of the Sun Giosgio from Palermo, we find Gluseppe
Gilgglio, uged 19, listed us the sun of Benedetls Sammarco,
aged 58, we should not assume that Guiseppeh father had
died and his mother had remarried. In Angla-Ameriea
that might be likely, but throughaut much of Furope,

a womans makden name remained her legal name
throughout her Life.

Many such customs were transplanted in Americas
non-English colonies, and in some locales they persisted
almaost to the 20th century. When William Crikbs filed
suit against Mrs, Mary Anthony in Lovisiana in 1811, he
confused generations of Anthony genealogists who could
not place her In their families. Again custom was the
ciuse—specilically the Loulsiana praciice of using a hus-
bunals given name as the surname of a wife or daughter,
Mrs. Mary Anthony was Mary Routh, widow of Anthony
Howler.

Follow Females
" to Their Deaths
a._"‘ Pre-1850 widows are often
prematurcly huried by us
when we search for them on censuses after a hushand’s
death. Mat finding the widow named as a householder,
we are tempred to conclude that she had died, Odds are,
she simply gave up housekeeping (e older e widow,
the mure likely those vdds. In other cases, we may find o
widow in the home of a married child in one census year
but net the next; again, the eonclusion might be, “Died
betore the next census” Perhaps, but often nat,

SRR e E——

ca, 1090 ca, 1500 ca. 1600
A Ragput Italian painter
prinoess, Mirabal Aurbemisia
I southern italy, Trotula gaing EOMPOSE W0NE Geritleschi i the
fame as a physician and heal- and writes first female painter
er during an era when some poems that are o become 4
Ewapean women who prac- still sung in member of the
ticed medicine are consid- Indian temples Accademia del’
ered witches. She writes sev- today. Arte del Disegno,
eral important medical treatises the first drawing
including Passionitizs Mideriim academy in Euwope,

Curandanam, or The Diseases

of Women, Many of her recom-
miendations are controversial, For
instance. she advocates giving
women opiates during childbirth
to alleviate their pain,
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wre 1872
Dbl Sampaon,
dlisguilsed as a
man, fights in the
Victoria spends her unusual childhood

Revalutionary War,

] traveling the country with her family and
telling fortunes, selling eliirs, and showing
off her paychic powers, When she fnally
settles in Now York, her business savy—
and some influential clients—help her start
the first female-cwned brokerage firm an
Wall Streat. She slso
creates and publishes &
weekly poumal. Then in
1872, Victoria becomes
the farst woman o run
for president of the
Urited States—ak a time
when mast wamen can't
even vobe,




My own mather was no genealogist, but her recollections
were rich in geneadogical perspective. By age 87, she could no
lorger fend for herself in her home state with oo relatives lefi
nearty. Amid our plans to move her and all her accumulations,
she wrote, “I should be like grandmas used to be—an old wom-
an with just a suitcase, going from one chikd to the other, maoy
ingg ot the test before she wore out her welcame”

My past wideows el the sarme Nol all weie Blessad with
children who appreciated the adage, " home without a grand-
mother s a house with no crown jewel” Widows who cre-
ated stable Hives with their offspring can stymie our research i
w Jocus Lo g ||'iw|'5. an e o lines |.-1|l1| ||1l.l_'v|' lines don’t
drscluiche e widdowed grasdimotber). The Branch we do
descend from, the one that caught the westward itch, may hive
taken the grandmother with them, Their offspring in Sacra-
mento may still have the family Bilde she wrapped in her shawl
whens Uy Toadid Der oolo the wagon - e one i which D
Tusdsaned bracd weritten: “pobm Pettvpool married Permelia Pickel
hetmer, 18 August 1799

ELIZADETH SHOWM MILLS, €6, €L, FASE, feachas iy wane fo
Breattre iife dmio shadewy females i her Advanced Research
Methodotogy class ar Saeford Lindversity Institade of Cemealogy
dinied Histarlval Rseaarch. She prones the power of those fecliiios
i Tabe ol Cuanes { Asiasdry, 2004 foree goseridion histordial soge
ihat conters upon the Bife of an DB centiry stowe womm,
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Real Success — Professional Researchers
Low-Down on Their Own Female-

L

Fiynn, Katherine £, CG. “A Case of Mistaken Racial identity:
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Gerealagical Society Quarterly. March 2006,

Hinchliff_ Heben, CG. FASG. “A Castle on a Hill? The Real
Helen Law of Aberdeen, Scotland” National Geneafogical
Sodkety Cuarfer. March 2001,

Lennon, Rachal Mills, €G. “The Wives of Jorathan Turmer:
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December 2004,

Myers, Marya, CG. ‘Discowering identity through Indirect
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Mills, Elizabeth Shawn, £G, FASG. “The Search for Margaret
Ball: Bulldsng Steps over a Brick-Wall Ressarch Probilem”
Mational Genealogical Society Quarterly. March 1989,

Reciiomblvg Female Livee A Spacial liiue of te Natianal
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Mary Bakor Clara Barten Sandra Day Iramian Shirin Ebadi,
Edely founds — patablishes ; O'Connar weomen's and chil-
the Christian  the American By apw 15, thi.young British. gicl knows 3w wants 10 0y becomes the drerrs advocate, wirs
Soanie foed Cross. ik pH g Hhcaxlnn_despllt . furst Female the Habel Peace Price,
chureh sure from her family, During the 19503, while working in & justice in the

research lab in England, Rosalind uses x-ray techniques she Lt Saates

lesrmeed i Paris and discevers the double-helix pattem of Supeeia Court

the DNA mabecule. Her data is shared with ather blachem-
i

Ists who take this informa-
tion, add it to their own, and
publish the material. Faur
years after Rosalind’s death,
Wilkins, Watson, and Crick
receive the Mobel Prize for
their work on DA, To this
day the debate continues on
haow much credit should have
gone to this instrumental
scientist
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