William Cooksey, R.W. (ca. 1745-1829)
Spouses:
1. [Unknown]
2. Zilpha (Watts) Price

. Research Notes .J

FAMILY SUMMARY

William Cooksey
(var. Cucksey, Cucksie, Cooksey Cooxy, Coxy)

Born: b. ca. 1745-50, South Carolina or Georgia?!

Married: 1. ca. 1785, Wilkes or Washington Co., Ga., possibly Duke, Sizemore, or Alexander?
2. ca. 18193 Zilpha (Watts) Price,* Laurens Co., Georgia, or Lawrence Co., Mississippi

Died: 28 March 1829, Covington Co., Miss.5

Parents:  Unknown; possibly William Cooksey I and wife Sarah Young of Savannah®é

Children: By unknown first wife:

1. William E. [Elston?] Cooksey, b. 26 June-23 November 1786, probably
Washington Co., Ga.; d. 25 July 1874, Russell Co., Alabama; m. 22 May 1816, Greene
Co., Miss., Flora McPherson.”

2. John Cooksey, b. ca. 1787-88, probably Washington Co., Ga.; d. mid-1818, Laurens
Co., Ga,, or Lawrence Co., Miss.;® m. license 8 January 1809, Tattnall Co., Ga., Zilpha
(Watts) Price.?

3. Letitia “Letty” Cooksey, b. ca. 1790;1° d. after 3 October 1821;11 m. (1) ca. August
1811, Tattnall Co., John Daugherty;!2 (2) Zachariah Bell.13

4. Mary Cooksey, b. before 1795; d. after 2 September 1811;14 m. 23 April 1810,
Montgomery Co., Ga. Robert Watson.15

1 This approximation of birth time and place is developed in the subsequent section headed “Birth & Origin.”

2 Suggestive evidence for her possible identity is developed in the section headed “Marriage.”

3 Estimated from the birth of their first child, James W. Cooksey.

4 Evidence for Zilpha’s birth identity will be developed throughout the attached Research Notes.

5 The Bible record kept by William’s youngest son gives the date as 28 March 1828; however, William was still alive on 8 Sept. 1828.
His young son, who would have been 9 at his death, erred when, as an adult, he created the Bible. See James W. Cooksey Bible pages,
image copies supplied Aug. 2008 by Kelly Parks (2112 Hawkins Road, Pattison, MS 39144), to whom ]. L. Cooksey, apparent owner of the
Bible (location unknown) supplied a copy after 1996. Also Affidavit of William Cucksey, 8 Sept. 1828, in William Cuksey/Cucksey (Pvt.,
Shadrack Wright's Co., 1st Regt.,, Ga. Cont’l. Line), pension applications 1278 and R20354; digital images, Footnote.com [now Fold3]
(http://www.footnote.com : downloaded 30 August 2008), image 2.

6 The evidence in support of this possibility is summarized in the section “Birth & Origin.”

7 William E. Cooksey (Pvt.,, Capt. Atkinson’s Co., Georgia Militia, War of 1812), pension no. S.C. 19,478, Case Files of Pension and
Bounty-Land Applications Based on Service in the War of 1812; Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Record Group 15;
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

8 The evidence for this son and his dates is developed throughout the throughout the Research Notes.

9 Tattnall Co., Ga., Marriage Book 1 (Reconstructed records): 1; Family History Library (FHL) microfilm 106,419.

10 Extrapolated from the fact that she bore Henry Duke by 1804, when she registered for the 1805 lottery. See Tattnall Co., Ga., Mixed
Records of the Inferior & Superior Courts, 1807-45; microfilm A&H 101 (drawer 37, box 47), Ga. Depy. of Archives & History, Atlanta.
Also Tattnall Co., “Inferior Court Sitting for Ordinary Purposes, 1805-1839,” 5 Aug. 1811; FHL microfilm 206,434, item 2.

11 Allen Thomas, Laurens County, Georgia, Records, 1807-1832 (Roswell, Ga.: W. H. Wolfe Associates, 1991), 196, reporting marriage of
Mrs. Lettice Daughterty to Zachariah Bell in cerremony performed by George W. Welch, Justice of the Inferior Court.

12 Tattnall Co., Ga., “Inferior Court Sitting for Ordinary Purposes, 1805-1839,” 5 August 1811 binding out of son of Lettice Cooksey,
now Lettice Daugherty.”

13 Thomas, Laurens County, Georgia, Records, 1807-1832, 196.

14 Montgomery Co., Ga., “State Papers in the Clerks Office ... Sept. the 2 1811,” p. 10, court attendance of Mary Watson.

15 “Georgia Marriages to 1850,” database, Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com : accessed 1 June 2009).
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William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

By Zilpha (Watts) Price Cooksey:

5. James William Cooksey, b. 16 (187) Nov. 1819; d. 11 Aug., 1903, Newton Co., Miss.;
m. (1) 11 May 1843, Newton Co., Elizabeth Miller; (2) 29 July 1858, Louisa [—?—]16

6. Elizabeth Cooksey, b. about 4 June 1821; d. 27 May 1917, buried 28 May 1917; m.
Shadrack Odom ca. 1840, Newton Co., Miss. 17

BIRTH & ORIGIN:
CA1749-53
GEORGIA

Analysis.

No known record states an age, birthplace, or parentage for William Cooksey.18 As a Revolutionary
War soldier who saw service in 1779, he was likely born 1735-65. His inclusion on an 1823 list of
inhabitants over the age of 70, in Bainbridge (Covington) County, Mississippi, places his birth in or
before 1753.19 His age might be further estimated from two circumstances:

e 1804-05: Cooksey is dropped from the poll tax rolls of Tattnall County (see abstracts under that
date), apparently because of infirmity. When Georgia codified the maximum poll-tax age in
1825, it was set at 60. If that age applied when Cooksey was exempted, it would place his birth
at 1745.

e 1809-10: In this period, Cooksey seems to have wound down his active life (presumably as a
farmer), sold his land on credit (thereby generating an annual income), and moved to a new
area with his son John. If William were 60-65 at that time, then his birth would have occurred
about 1745-50.

16 James W. Cooksey Bible.

17 Mississippi Bureau of Vital Statistics, Death Certificate of Elizabeth Odom, née Cooksy, 1817, State File No. 24406. Her death certificate
erroneously cites the death day and month as 15 July, but the correct date is revealed by other internal evidence.

18 Almost all of the widespread but unproved or inaccurate assertions about this William Cooksey line are traceable back to the late J.
L. Cooksey of Austin, Texas, who believed this William to be "William IV of Maryland." Several years before his death in 2003, J. L.
Cooksey posted online a summary of his conclusions (but no supporting evidence) as follows:

"William Cooksey IV, son of William Cooksey and Mary Hudson was born in Maryland in 1754. He married Leanna Wesley. He served
in the Revolution and was paid 22 lbs sterling for service rendered in the SC Militia. In 1787 Walter Cooksey arrived from England.
William and Leanna move to Tatnol Co Ga. where he obtained two land grants in 1788 and 1789. William and Leanna were blessed with
my relation John C. Cooksey around 1785. John Cooksey son of John C. Cooksey and Zelpha Rayburn, at the age of 74 in 1880, stated that
his father was born in Ga. My G Grandfather, James W. Cooksey's bible shows William Cooksey died in MS in 1828. John and James W
were brothers. William Cooksey and Leanna had another son William E. Cooksey who was born at Tatnol Co Ga in 1787. William E served
in the War of 1812. William and Leanna had other children: John C, William E, Mary, Nancy E, and George W. The wife, Leanna Wesley, of
William Cooksey IV was given to me by Mrs Agnes Altrup of Washington DC in 1960. [ have never been able to find a marriage bond or
license for this marriage. She also said Leanna was from Halifax Va. and that she had sme conection to John and Charles Wesley of
England and Ga. I might add here that William Cooksey was the first entry in my GGrandfathers bible. Tomorrow I will give you a little
history on William E. and John C Cooksey. JLCooksey Austin, Texas.” See, J. L. Cooksey, "] COOKSEY (jcooksey@webtv.net)," undated
message (http://normabischel.tripod.com/COOKSEYresearchers.html : last accessed 10 July 2010); typos and misspellings are
reproduced exactly here.

The faulty assertions include these: William's parentage and birthplace (no evidence), his identification as the William Cooksey who
served from SC. (totally in error), the attribution of the middle initial "C" to John Cooksey (no evidence), the identification of Zilpha as a
Rayburn (totally in error), the attribution of a son George W. (no evidence of his existence); and the statement that William died in 1828
(the cited Bible does state that date, but it errs by one year, as evidenced by William's pension application for which he filed several
documents after his alleged date of death).

19 1823 Bainbridge County, Mississippi (partial census), p. 3, William Cooksey; digital images, "Mississippi State and Territorial Census
Collection, 1792-1866," Ancestry.com (http://www.Ancestry.com : accessed 12 September 2010), citing Mississippi State and Territorial
Censuses, 1792-1866, microfilm collection V229, roll 1; Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Jackson.
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William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

William's period of birth is significant to the identification of his parentage. Faith Parks Rayburn, a
daughter of William's alleged daughter Nancy, is said to have asserted that her mother was born to
William at Savannah in 1804. Records place the adult William elsewhere in Georgia during that time
frame. However, circumstantial evidence suggests that he may be the son of an early Savannah
settler of the same name:

William Cooksey I migrated from Worcester, England, to Savannah in 1737. He selected a tract of
farm land next door to the Creek trader Joseph Watson and Watson's partner, the Creek "empress”
Mary Musgrove. After his death, his widow sold his town lot to Mary and her new husband, Thomas
Bosomworth. William's widow, Sarah (Young) Cooksey, was a sister of Isaac Young Jr. and the
putative neice of the Creek Indian trader George Galphin of Silver Bluff, South Carolina, and
Augusta, Georgia (the area in which William Cooksey Il first appeared during the Revolutionary
War). By the 1750s, Sarah’s brother Isaac was a trusted associate of not only the Creek Mouse
family but also the Creek countryman Timothy Bernard, who also operated upriver at Augusta and
Silver Bluff, South Carolina. The last record on William I states that he left Savannah with his Young
in-laws about 1740, bound for S.C. None of them have been found in the records of the S.C.
Lowcountry between Savannah and Charleston. The widowed Sarah and brother Isaac returned to
Savannah by 1756, where Isaac would become a colonial legislator. The rest of the Youngs and
William Cooksey I, disappear from known records. The Augusta-Silver Bluff area is a likely
possibility for them that remains to be explored.20

REVOLUTIONARY WAR SERVICE:
OVERVIEW

e Records exist to document two terms of service for William Cooksey (var. Cooksie, Cucksey):

1778 February-March Col. Elijah Clark’s Minute Men Battalion (later militia)2!
1779 April-August First Regiment, Continental Line22

20 Elizabeth Shown Mills, “Research to Date: William Cooksey of Worcester, England, and Savannah, Georgia,” report to Cooksey
Research Group, 2 December 2008, 21 pp.

One other possible parent has been discounted. A “C. Cooksey” is said to have received a grant in Richmond County during “1756 to
1770”; see “Headrights Granted by the Georgia Colonial and State Governments from 1754 to 1800,” name lists, Georgia Genealogy Trails
(http://genealogytrails.com /geo/state/headrights.html : accessed 28 August 2010).

No further details have been discovered for any “C. Cooksey” in Georgia during that era. An examination of Wilkes County records of
this era reveals only one C. C grantee: Cornelius Cochran who, when the land office opened in 1785, requested a replacement for an
“old warrant” previously issued to him:

“February 1785: Ordered that Cornelius Cochran have a Warrant for Four hundred acres of Land in Wilkes County on Little River in
Lieu of an old Warrant of said Cochrans. [No ‘paid’ notation.]” and “COCHRAN, Cornelius 200a Little River 1784 FFF: 17.” See
Wilkes County Court of Ordinary, “Orders of Land Court, 1785,” FHL microfilm 163,599, Item 2.

In the phrase “Cornelius Cochran,” the last five letters of the surname are hard to read; the name could easily be read as Cook _an.”
However, the surname is very clearly written in the second instance at which it appears.

21 In April 1785 Elijah Clarke issued a certificate attesting service for a number of militiamen who had fought under him, each of
whom was eligible for bounty land; William “Cucksey” appears on that list. See Grace Gillam Davidson, Lelia Thornton Gentry, et al.,
Historical Collections of the Georgia Chapters Daughter of the American Revolution (1929; reprinted Baltimore, MD: Clearfield, 1995), 172.
An extract appears later in this compilation, with extensive commentary.

22 William Cuksey/Cucksey (Pvt.,, Shadrack Wright's Co., 1st Regt,, Ga. Cont’l. Line), pension applications 1278 and R20354; digital
images, Footnote.com (http://www.footnote.com : downloaded 30 August 2008), image 2; imaged from Revolutionary War Pension and
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William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

e William’s pension application asserts that he served as a private in Shadrack Wright's
company [8th Co., aka Rifle Co.]23, 1st Regiment, Georgia Continental Line.24

e The War Department’s “Compiled Service Record” for William “Cooksie,” created in the late
1800s and now available from the National Archives, abstracts three muster rolls on which
William appears. The abstract cards assert that he joined 1 April 1779 (an error) and that he
was injured at Augusta by 1 June (also an error). They correctly report that, by 1 July, he was
“on furlough.”25 A fourth surviving muster roll for his unit reveals that by 2 August, he had not
returned and was cited as a “deserter.”26 The errors are addressed in detail in the notes that
follow.

e The most-complete list of Georgians in the Revolution, compiled by Lucian Lamar Knight “under
Authority of the Legislature,” has no record of William Cooksey under any known variant
spelling.27

e William probably did not receive bounty land, although he did receive a warrant for land—a
warrant that veterans were allowed to sell if they preferred.

e His own sketchy account of service, if not due to age and failing memory, may well have
reflected a need to obscure the part of his service record that might disqualify him if it came to
light: the desertion.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR SERVICE
RECORDS FOUND TO DATE
1776-1782
RICHMOND COUNTY?, GEORGIA
Pension application.

William’s description of his service, for which he provided no dates or location, other than
“Georgia,” briefly states:

Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, microfilm publication M804 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives, [n.d.], roll number not cited
but should be 707. See complete transcript, herein, under date 8 September 1828—25 June 1829. Footnote.com is now Fold3.

23 The identity of Wright's company as the 8t or Rifle Co. is from Lucian Lamar Knight, Georgia's Roster of the Revolution (Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967), 9-10; Archive.org (http://www.archive.org/details/georgiasrosterrev00 knigrich : accessed 8 June
2008).

24 William Cuksey/Cucksey (Pvt., Shadrack Wright's Co., 1st Regt,, Ga. Cont’l. Line), pension applications 1278 and R20354; digital
images, Footnote.com (http://www.footnote.com : downloaded 30 August 2008), image 2; imaged from Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, microfilm publication M804 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives, [n.d.], roll number not cited but
should be 707. See complete transcript, herein, under date 8 September 1828—25 June 1829.

25 Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in the American Army During the American Revolution, National Archives microfilm
publication M881 [roll not stated], for “William Cooksie” (Pvt.,, 1 Geo. Batt., Revolutionary War); image copies in “Revolutionary War
Service Records,” database, Footnote.com (http://www.footnote.com : accessed 30 August 2010), images 17080038, 17080042,
17080046.

26 “Georgia Militia and Continental Regiments of Infantry,” Marquis de Lafayette Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution
(http://www.lafayettesar.org/gamilitia.htm : accessed 4 September 2010), for “A Muster Roll of the 1st Georgia Battallion of Continental
Troops Commanded by Col. Robert Rae, August, August the 2nd 1779.”

27 Lucian Lamar Knight, Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution: Containing a List of the State’s Defenders; Officers and Men; Soldiers and
Sailors; Partisans and Regulars; Whether Enlisted from Georgia or Settled in Georgia after the close of Hostilities (1920; reprinted,
Westminster, MD: Heritage Books, 2008).
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William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

“I William Cuksey of the County of Covington in the State of Mississippi do hereby declare that I
enlisted in the continental line of the army of the Revolution for and during the war and continued
in its Service until its termination at which period I was a private in Shadrack Wright's Company
in the first Regiment of the Georgia line. | Cannot declare that I afterwards received Certificates
for the reward of eighty dollars, to which [ was entitled under a resolve of Congress, passed the
15th day of May 1778. ... Witness my hand this Eighth day of September in the Year Eighteen
hundred and twenty Eight. [Signed] William Cuksey (X his mark).”28

1 APRIL-1JULY 1779
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA

Compiled service record.

Three service cards briefly chronicle Cooksey’s service. From these, researchers deduced that
e heenlisted on 1 April 1779 and served until 1 July of that year;
e he was at Augusta, Georgia, on 1 June 1779 when he was named on a payroll;
e he was, at that time, a “casualty,” but the record does not state the nature of his “casualty” or
the conflict in which it occurred; and
e he was furloughed before the 1 July pay date—likely due to the seriousness of his injuries.

His CSR also reports that he served in the 1st Georgia Battalion, but it makes no mention of Shadrack
Wright or the 8th Company of the Georgia Line for which Wright was a captain.2?

COMMENT:

The CSRs present a seriously flawed picture of Cooksey’s role in the Revolutionary War, as
detailed below.

The CSRs are official documents. Each is an original creation. Nonetheless, each man’s file is
a derivative source. The CSR project, which embraced all wars through the Philippine
Insurrection, was begun nearly a half-century after Cooksey’s death. The War Department,
“to permit more rapid and efficient checking of military and medical records in connection
with claims for pension and other veterans’ benefits,” combed its trove of military rolls and
created “summaries” of the service of each identifiable veteran of conflicts between the
Revolutionary War and 1903.30

28 William Cuksey/Cucksey (Pvt., Shadrack Wright’s Co., 1st Regt., Ga. Cont’l. Line), pension application 1278 (and widow’s application
R20354); digital images, Footnote.com (http://www.footnote.com : downloaded 30 August 2008), 2nd image in digital file; imaged from
Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, microfilm publication M804 (Washington, D.C.: National
Archives, [n.d.], roll number not cited at Footnote.com. The widow’s application that has been linked to William’s file is erroneously
connected, as discussed under image 5.

29 “William Cooksie” (Pvt., 1st Geo. Batt, Revolutionary War); digital images in “Revolutionary War Service Records,” database,
Ancestry.com's Footnote.com (http://www.fold3.com : accessed 30 August 2010), images 17080038, 17080042, 17080046; imaged
from Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in the American Army during the American Revolution, National Archives microfilm
publication M881 [roll number not cited; likely roll 396]. For the identification of Wright's company in which Cooksey would have
served, see Francis Heitman, Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army during the War of the Revolution (Washington, D. C.:
Rare Book Publishing Co., 1914), 100; and Lucian Lamar Knight, Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution (Atlanta, Ga.: Index Printing Co., 1920),
9-10.

30 Anne Bruner Eales and Robert M. Kvasnicka, Guide to Genealogical Research in the National Archives of the United States, 3d ed.
(Washington: National Archives and Records Administration, 2000), 127. This work is an excellent guide for all historians. Its discussions
of major record collections and their history go far beyond most other NARA publications, including the standard Guide to Federal
Records in the National Archives of the United States, available in a 3-volume edition and online at http://www.archives
.gov/research/guide-fed-records/.
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William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

The actual muster rolls are abstracted below, with analysis that corrects the CSR errors.

1 APRIL-1JULY 1779
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA

Military Pay & Muster Rolls.

“A Pay Roll of the Field Commissions Staff & Non Commissiond Officers and Privates belonging to
the first Georgia Battalion of Contintal Troops Commanded by Cole Robert Rae from the first day of
April to the first day of June 1779.”

William Cooksie Private

Time frame: 1st April-1 June, 2 months @ $6 2/3 per month , total $13 1/3
“Causalties: Augusta”
“Receipts”: No signature for pay

[He and Andrew Forster, “waggoner at Silver Bluff,” were the only men not paid]3!

[Untitled roll, dated “June to July” 1779:
William Cooksie Private

Time frame: Same data as above
“Casualties: On Furlough”
“Receipts”: [Again, he and Andrew Foster, “wagr at Silver Bluff,” were only 2 men not paid]32

“A Muster Roll of the 1st Georgia Battallion of Continental Troops Commanded by Col. Robert Rae,
August, August the 2nd 1779.”

“Privates (all enlisted for the war):
“William Coucksie, deserted”33

COMMENT:

A careful analysis of the original muster rolls creates a radically different conclusion from
the hasty notes made on the Compiled Service Record.3*

1.

31“1 Georgia Battn. Col. Robert Rae, Maj. John Habersham, 1779-1780; 4 Pay rolls—April 1, 1779 to Feb. 1, 1780,” Revolutionary War
Rolls, 1775-1783, National Archives microfilm publication M246 [roll not shown]; image copies in “Revolutionary War Service Records,”
database, Footnote.com (www.footnote.com : accessed 10 September 2010), images 7661708, 7661709, 7661612, 7661716, 7661733,
7661738.

32 Ibid.

33 “Georgia Militia and Continental Regiments of Infantry,” Marquis de Lafayette Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution
(http://www.lafayettesar.org/gamilitia.htm : accessed 4 September 2010), for “A Muster Roll of the 1st Georgia Battallion of Continental
Troops Commanded by Col. Robert Rae, August, August the 2nd 1779.” This source also states: “1779 2 August—Muster rolls for 1st GA,
3d GA, 4th GA indicate combined strength of 73 privates, 41 non-commissioned officers, drummers and fifers, and 44 commissioned
officers, inclusive of deserters, sick, and captured—the actual effective strength was 9 officers, 11 non-commissioned officers, 2 drummers,
1 fifer, and 18 privates.”

34 Here, | summarize a more-detailed analysis published as Elizabeth Shown Mills, “QuickLesson 3: Flawed Records,” Evidence
Explained: Historical Analysis, Citation & Source Usage (http://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-3-flawed-records). The
actual CSR cards and muster rolls are imaged in that article.
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William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

William did not enlist on 1 April. His enlistment could have been months or years
before 1 April 1779. A study of available records for all of the men named on the rolls,
conducted by Rachal Lennon, has found that—when actual enlistment dates or time frame
could be determined—those dates were all well before the start date of the 1 June payroll.35

The data on William’s compiled service record is from payrolls, a type of record compiled
irregularly in Revolutionary Georgia, as money actually became available to pay the men.
When a new roll was compiled, its “start date” was the date of the last payroll. This series of
records has three different payrolls, carrying the following dates.

1 April-1 June 1779
1 June-1 July 1779
1 July - 1 November 1779

2.

William was not a casualty. There is no evidence that he was ever wounded. On both the
June and July rolls, every individual in his company has an entry in that “casualty” column.
On the 1 June roll, the “Casualties” column was used to record the following status
information about each man:

Status

“In Augusta” [Col. Robert Rae, the brigade commander]

“Absent” [1 man, Francis Henry Harris, listed immediately under Rae]
“Present” [15 men]

“Augusta” [4 men: Cooksie, Thos. Glascock, Jesse Walton, Jesse Walton (sic)]
“Silver Bluft” [5 men]

“Augusta Hosp.” [2 men; David Peters & Reuben Windham, listed consecutively]
“Waggr at Silver Bluff” [1 man, Andrew Foster]

Nothing suggests why William did not collect his pay for those two months of service.

On the 1 July roll, the “Casualties” column was also used to record status information about
the men, as follows:

“Absent”
“Present”
“At Silver Bluff” 5 men]

“Waggr at Silver Bluff” 1 man, Andrew Foster, who again was not paid]

[2 men, Col. Rae and Francis Henry Harris]
[
[
[
“Pres. after War Parole” [1 man]
[
[
[
[

17 men]

“Genl. Hospital” 1 man; Hugh Bell]

“Augusta Hosp.” 2 men; Peters & Windham, again]
“On furlough” 2 men; Cooksie and John King]
“Pris. of war released” 1 man]

35 Rachal Mills Lennon, CG, “William Cooksey II (ca. 1745-1829) of the 8th Rifle Company, First Georgia Battalion, Continental Troops,”
report to Elizabeth Shown Mills, 7 November 2010, p. 7 especially.
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William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

“Omitted...prisoners” [3 men]
[unreadable] [3 men]

William did not return from his furlough as scheduled. When the next roll was created for
his company, a muster roll dated 2 August 1779, his commanding officer assumed that he
had deserted.

1 AUGUST 1779
[AUGUSTA?]

Military Pay & Muster Rolls

“A Pay Roll of the Field Commissiond Staff & Non Commissiond Officers & Privates belonging to the
First Georgia Continental Battalion Commanded by Colonel Robert Rae from the 1st Day of July to
the 1st Day of November 1779.”36

COMMENT:

William Cooksie is not referenced at all.

The 35 named men include almost all of those on the 1 April to 2 August rolls, including
John King who in July was, like Cooksie, on furlough.

WiLLiam’s RW OFFICER:
LIEUT. SHADRACK WRIGHT

1775-1779
GEORGIA

Analysis.

Lucien Lamar Knight's “authoritative” list of officers of the Continental Line assigns Shadrack
Wright (Cooksey’s named officer) to the Second battalion of the Georgia Line:

Wright, Shadrach (Ga.) 1st Lieutenant, 2d Georgia, 7th January 1776; Captain, ----, 1778,
and served to October 1782.37

However, Wright's alleged service in the Second battalion appears to be an error. Knight also
provides a list of officers dated 10 February 1776 that identifies Wright as “First Lieut. in the Eighth
or Rifle Company” of the first battalion:

36 This roll can be found in the series “1 Georgia Battn. Col. Robert Rae, Maj. John Habersham, 1779-1780; 4 Pay Rolls—April 1, 1779
to Feb. 1, 1780,” image copies in “Revolutionary War Service Records,” database, Footnote.com (www.fold3.com : accessed 10 September
2010), images 7661708, 7661709, 7661612, 7661716, 7661733, 7661738; imaged from Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-1783, National
Archives microfilm publication M246 [roll not stated].

37 Lucian Lamar Knight, Georgia's Roster of the Revolution (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967), 9-10; Archive.org
(http://www.archive.org/details/georgiasrosterrev00 knigrich : accessed 8 June 2008).
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“A RETURN OF THE OFFICERS chosen for the battalion, ordered to be raised for the protection and
defence of the Colony of Georgia, Feb. 16, 1776:

Colonel—Lachlan McIntosh
Lieut.-Colonel—Samuel Elbert
Major—]Joseph Habersham
<snip>

“Eighth or Rifle Company.
Capt—~Colson

First Lieut.—Shadrach Wright
Second Lieut.—George Walton
Ensign— ——— [sic]
Chaplain—]John Holmes” 38

COMMENTS:
Wright

e The 2 August muster roll for the First Battalion lists Shadrack Wright as a prisoner of war,
on parole. The 1 November 1779 payroll for the First Battalion places him back in active
duty, collecting pay for the 4 months since the last payroll was made on 1 July. 3¢

e Wright's general Lachlan McIntosh, on 3 February 1784, gave Wright’s heirs a bounty-land
certificate stating that Wright “enlisted as Captain in 1st Ga. Continental Line and died in
service.”40

Cooksey
e When Cooksey joined this unit remains undetermined.

e Lieutenants typically raised companies in the area of their own residence. Knight does not
state where Wright's company was formed. However, two pieces of evidence place Lt. Wright
at Augusta, St. Paul Parish (Richmond County after 1777). See Hemperley and Mims, below.
By extrapolation, Cooksey was likely residing in St. Paul’s parish during the
Revolution—or just over the line in Wilkes County, where Cooksey subsequently
enlisted in Col. Elijah Clarke’s minutemen forces.

e Note that two of Cooksey’s officers were men prominent in the Creek trade: McIntosh and
Holmes.

1775
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land Grant.

38 Lucian Lamar Knight, Georgia's Roster of the Revolution (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967), 9-10; Archive.org
(http://www.archive.org/details/georgiasrosterrev00 knigrich : accessed 8 June 2008).

39 “1 Georgia Battn. Col. Robert Rae, Maj. John Habersham, 1779-1780; 4 Pay rolls—April 1, 1779 to Feb. 1, 1780,” Revolutionary War
Rolls, 1775-1783, National Archives microfilm publication M246 [roll not shown]; image copies in “Revolutionary War Service Records,”
database, Footnote.com (www.footnote.com : accessed 10 September 2010), image 7661752.

40 Knight, Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution, 9-10, 185.
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“WRIGHT, SHEDRICK: 150 acres, St. Paul Parish [Richmond County after 1777], Granted, February
7,1775. Grant Book M, page 1062. Bounded on all sides by vacant land.”4!

1776-1790
RICHMOND & WILKES COUNTIES, GEORGIA

IHDI &N L AMDS

1776-1784

RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA &

WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Mims genealogy. “William-4-a Mims (son of Benjamin and Judith)”... “bought property in
Richmond County, Georgia in 1779, was one of the appraisers of property that belonged to
Shadrack Wright. ... He served in the American Revolution. On July 12, 1784 he was permitted to
file on 287 acres of land in Washington County, Georgia by virtue of his service in the American
Revolution.*2

COMMENT:
Clearly, Shadrack Wright was a Richmond County resident at the time he raised his
company for Revolutionary service.

Washington County, to which the Mims removed, was the county in which William Cooksey
next surfaced in 1793. Created on 25 February 1784, Washington would eventually be
subdivided into Greene, Hancock, Johnson, Montgomery, and Warren Counties.

41 Marion R. Hemperley, Surveyor General Department, State of Georgia, English Crown Grants in St. Paul Parish in Georgia, 1755-1775
(Atlanta: State Printing Office, 1974), 204.

42 Sam Mims “Leaves from the Mims Family Tree: A Genealogic History of First Five Generations of American Mims” (MS, Minden,
Louisiana: March 1961); transcript by Terry Riegel, RiegelRidge.com (http://www.reigelridge.com/Genealogy/Resources /Leaves%20
From%20The%20Mims%20Family%20Tree.pdf: accessed 7 September 2008).
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1776-1784
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA &
Land (Bounty)

“Certificates of Service in American Revolution”

“WRIGHT, SHADRACK. Certificate that he enlisted as Captain in 1st Ga. Continental Line and died in
service. Lachlan McIntosh, Maj. Gen., Feb. 3, 1784. 300 acres granted heirs of Shadrack Wright,
Warrant 39.” 43

RevOLUATIONARY WAR CONFLICTS
IN WHICH CoOKSEY MAY HAVE SERVED

GEORGIA
1775-1782

Analysis.

The surviving records of North Georgia’s backcountry battles, skirmishes, and expeditions are
seriously incomplete. Little is known about the identity of the participants in any of the North
Georgia battles. Most of what is discernible must be pieced together from two sources:

e bounty-land records, most of which are published; and
o affidavits of aged soldiers who lived long enough to apply for a pension, most of which remain
unpublished.

Records on the company commanded by Shadrack Wright are exceptionally scarce, as are records
on Wright himself. Thus far, I've found no pension affidavits from any other men who served under
Wright.

Accounts rendered by the veterans spotlight other reasons why it is difficult to reconcile official
records for any one man:

e Soldiers from one unit were regularly sent out to scout, or as messengers; in the course of both
they might be caught up in skirmishes or battles in which the rest of their company was not
engaged.

e Men from one unit might “swap out” with soldiers from another unit, with the permission of
their officers.

e Asunits were depleted, the men might be reassigned or consolidated with another unit.

[ have found no evidence, yet, that the First Battalion of Continental Line participated in any North
Georgia actions during the four months that are documentable for William’s Continental Line
service. The only documentable action for them in North Georgia was at Briar Creek in Burke
County on 3 February 1779.

43 Lucian Lamar Knight, Georgia's Roster of the Revolution (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967), 185; Archive.org
(http://www.archive.org/details/georgiasrosterrev00knigrich : accessed 8 June 2008).
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However, Clarke’s Wilkes County-based militia, together with SC militia and some men recruited as
far away as North Carolina, saw heavy fighting throughout North Georgia. Chronologically, the next
notes recap the conflicts, spotlight items of potential relevance to William’s Revolutionary War
experience.

1778
WILKES COUNTY, GEORGIA

Analysis.

Elijah Clarke’s Minute Men:

The two battalions of minutemen raised by Elijah Clarke in February 1778 were extremely short
lived. The standard study of the Revolution in Georgia does not mention them specifically.#¢ No
substantive biography exists for Elijah Clarke.*> A brief biography posted at the online New Georgia
Encyclopedia, has only a passing reference to the period William Cucksey/Cooksie would have
served under Clarke.#¢ A chronology of Georgia’s Revolutionary War activities created by the
Georgia Society of the Sons of the American Revolution suggests that the service of the militiamen
was extremely shortlived:

1778
Feb.6  “Two Battalions of minute Men raised in Wilkes County for defense of the State.”
Mar.7  “Battalion of Minute Men reduced by resolve of the Assembly.”47

Daniel Elliott’s recent study of the battlefield at Kettle Creek, where Clarke’s militia played a critical
role in 1779, is more informative. Passages key to William are boldfaced in the excerpt below:

Patriot Militia:

"The Patriots in the southern states who had not joined the Continental Army were
organized by county . .. The concept of ‘minuteman’ was an American invention that
predated the American Revolution. Minutemen were militia soldiers who were ready to
serve on a minute’s notice. This term won popular appeal, associated first with
Massachusetts militia troops in battles at Lexington and Concord. The concept spread to
other states, including Georgia. Elijah Clarke’s troops were frequently referred to as
minutemen, as well as riflemen, mounted horsemen, and militiamen. Wilkes County
was an American frontier before and during the American Revolution. Citizen settlers in this
region were accustomed to defending themselves against Indian attack, which came with
little or no warning. When the Revolution began, hostile Tories were added to that defensive

44 Kenneth Coleman, The American Revolution in Georgia, 1763-1789 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1958).

45 At least two relevant but minor works remain to be consulted:

e Louise Frederick Hays, Hero of Hornet’s Nest: A Biography of Elijah Clark, 1733 to 1799 (New York: Stratford House, 1946). An index
of Google’s digitized copy of this work reveals only four references to “Minutemen”; the full text seems not to be available at Google or
elsewhere online.

e Richard K. Murdock, “Elijah Clarke and the Anglo-American Designs on East Florida,” Georgia Historical Quarterly 35 (Fall 1951):
174-90.

46 Robert Scott Davis, “Elijah Clarke,” New Georgia Encyclopedia (http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-668 :
accessed 6 January 2011).

47 Untitled chronology, Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution (http://www.georgiasocietysar.org/rev1778.htm : accessed
27 December 2010).
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equation. Numerous veterans stated in their pension applications that their garrison and
ranging services, while posted in Wilkes County, were intended mostly to protect the
citizenry from Indian and Tory attack. ...48

“Elijah Clarke served the Patriot cause as a militia officer throughout the American
Revolution. He was commissioned as a Lieutenant Colonel in Colonel John Stewart’s 1st
Battalion in 1777. Stewart’s Battalion was authorized for two years of service and it
participated in the East Florida campaign in May and June, 1778. The 1st and 2nd
Battalions of Georgia minutemen were officially disbanded on March 1, 1778, prior to
participation in the East Florida campaign, where, at the battle of Alligator Creek, Clarke was
badly wounded. Clarke recuperated from his wounds at Sunbury, Georgia and later returned
to Wilkes County. Clarke received another commission as a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Wilkes
County militia only a few weeks before the battle of Kettle Creek, on January 26, 1779
(Candler 1908, Volume 2:136-137; 2001). He was second in command of the Georgia militia
at Kettle Creek. Clarke is credited with achieving the rout of the Loyalists at Kettle Creek
after he pursued them across the creek and to a hill on its western side. That status was
confirmed by the present research. 49

“Colonel John Dooly’s death in July 1780 led to Elijah Clarke’s advancement in the Georgia
militia for the duration of the war. Clarke commanded Georgia and South Carolina militia
troops at battles in Augusta, Savannah, and numerous engagements in South Carolina and
North Carolina. He also participated in Colonel Pickens’ campaign against the Lower
Cherokee towns. Following the first battle of Augusta in September 1780, Clarke led a group
of Wilkes County refugees to the Blue Ridge Mountains, where they joined with other
Patriots. That group of soldiers, also known as the Overmountain men, helped to turn the
tide of the war against the British with their participation in the battles of King’s Mountain,
Cowpens and other places in the Carolinas. Elijah Clarke is Georgia’s most celebrated
Revolutionary War hero. Clarke continued to serve as a military leader in the Georgia militia
after the American Revolution. His creation of a “Trans-Oconee Republic” was received by
the U.S. Government as a treasonous act. In early 1790 he led the Georgia troops against the
Creek Indians in several engagements. General Elijah Clarke died on December 15, 1799
(McCall 2004, Volume I: 14).” 50

[ have found no master list of the Wilkes County men who served in Clarke’s minutemen forces.
Some can be identified from the published certificates issued by Clarke so that his men could apply
for bounty land. One such certificate, drafted apparently in April 1785, includes William “Cucksey.”
(See full transcript under that date amid the chronological notes, below.)

In that certificate, Clarke explicitly identifies William and his compatriots as part of his (Clarke’s)
minutemen battalion. The distinction is significant. In every county, all able-bodied men were
required to serve in the militia, with exceptions granted only for a few categories (e.g., Quakers,
non-whites). The minutemen, however, were volunteers—militiamen who agreed to be ready for

48 Daniel T. Elliott, Stirring up a Hornet’s Nest: The Kettle Creek Battlefield Survey, Lamar Institute Publication Series, Report No. 131
(Savannah: The Lamar Institute, 2009), 37; PDF posted online at http://shapiro.anthro.uga.edu/Lamar/images/PDFs/publication
_131.pdf.

49 Ibid,, 50.

50 [bid.
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service on “a minute’s notice.” The point is relevant to William's character, given the implication of
the desertion notice credited to him on the 2 July 1779 First Georgia payroll.

Clarke’s certificate does not identify the time frame in which William served or any actions in which
he fought. Given that no military action is reported for the shortlived (one month) existence of the
minutemen battalions, it is virtually certain that Cooksey’s service under Clarke occurred while
officially a militia man. For certain, the disbanding of the minutemen in March would not have
relieved William Cucksey of military service, considering both the militia law and the difficulty of
remaining neutral amid the conflict that brought war, literally, to their doorsteps.

In the case of the Wilkes County militia, its men would be mobilized several additional times during
the course of the war:

SUMMER 1778

FLORIDA EXPEDITION:

In June 1778, Clarke and Col. John Dooly led a regiment from Wilkes County into South Georgia on
their ill-fated Florida Expedition. On 29 June, they were beaten back at Alligator Bridge along the
Florida line. Clarke was wounded and the expedition was aborted shortly afterwards. Most
discussions of the battle speak of Clarke’s militiamen, although the SAR chronology asserts that the
Wilkes County forces who left home to join the Florida expedition were volunteers. Elliott’s
narrative provides some additional detail about the Wilkes County militia, but muddies the issue by
referring to the Florida Expedition forces as minutemen after the official disbanding of that class:

Captain John Peartree Burke ... took command of a militia company in Colonel Stewart’s
regiment of Wilkes County militia. Colonel John Stewart, who commanded the regiment in
1777-early 1778, was replaced by Elijah Clarke in late 1778. Captain Burke was in
command of his company as late as 1778, when it fought with Elijah Clarke’s minutemen in
the battle of Alligator Creek in East Florida. ... Evidence is lacking that Captain John Burke
participated in the battle of Kettle Creek. 51

No known list exists for the Clarke militiamen who participated in the Florida Expedition, although
several can be identified from the abstracted bounty-land records published by Lucien Lamar
Knight and others.

TO DO:

e Compile a full list of these men, using the search capability of the online version of
Knight to identify them.

e Seek a pension for each of them at Fold3.com, to glean from their affidavits any
information that might be relevant to Cooksey.

FEBRUARY 1779

WILKES COUNTY

In this month, Wilkes was the site of two battles that likely involved most, if not all, of the Wilkes
County militia under Elijah Clarke: Carr’s Fort and Kettle Creek.

10 FEBRUARY 1779

51]bid., 55, citing RW pension applications of Joshua Dover, R3053, Thomas Connell R224, and Thomas Snelson S17111.
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CARR’S FORT

On 10 February 1779, a contingent of about 200 Loyalists under Col. John Hamilton entered Wilkes
County as part of a British effort to retake North Georgia. There, at Robert Carr’s Fort, they were
stopped by forces under Lt. Col. Elijah Clarke and his superior, Colonel John Dooly—both Wilkes
County residents whose men were Wilkes County militiamen—together with South Carolina forces
under Andrew Pickens. Within a day, the Patriots had virtually routed the Loyalists. Then word
came of a far larger force of Loyalists crossing the Savannah, headed for Augusta. Dooly, Clark, and
Pickens pulled their men from the Fort Carr effort and set out to intercept the bigger threat.52

14 FEBRUARY 1779

KETTLE CREEK

After a three-day chase, the Patriot forces under Dooly, Clarke, and Pickens confronted a force of
600 British from North Carolina. Led by an enigmatic Colonel Boyd (a man of uncertain identity and
origin), this Loyalist regiment had crossed into Georgia at Cherokee Ford on the Savannah. After a
successful skirmish against a small unit of local militia at Cherokee Ford, the Redcoats moved into
Wilkes County and set up camp on Kettle Creek.

There, on 14 February, the British were beaten back by the militiamen under Dooly, Clarke, and
Pickens. The Patriots were heavily outnumbered: the best estimates credit 200 men to Pickens’s
force and just 140 to Dooly. By the end of the day, however, the Patriots had killed the Loyalist
colonel, routed his men, and took most of them prisoner.53

A full list of the 140 men of Dooly’s and Clarke’s unit has never been compiled. Twenty-six of them
have been identified from thirteen Revolutionary War pension applications that others have
studied. William is not mentioned in those applications. Similarly, longer lists compiled for the
South Carolina units do not mention Cooksey.

Several other engagements occurred in the next two months, before William “Cooksie” made his
first appearance on a surviving pay roll. The Marquis de Lafayette Chapter, SAR, provides a
synopsis that I've supplemented below with notes from elsewhere:54

18 FEBRUARY 1779

HERBERT’S STORE

Savannah River; county undetermined. Apparently, this engagement did not involve Clarke’s forces.
The units involved here are said to have been those of Col. LeRoy Hammond (South Carolina’s
Lower Ninety-Six District Regiment) and John McIntosh and Lt. Col. John Twiggs (heading a
regiment of Georgians).55 Heitman’s authoritative register of Continental Line officers identifies
John MclIntosh as lieutenant colonel of the Third Battalion of Georgia’s continental line, from 18

52 “American Revolution—Feb 10, 1779: The Battle of Carr’s Fort,” This Day in History (http://www.history.com/this-day-in-
history/the-battle-of-carrs-fort : accessed 6 January 2011). The same description of the battle appears, virtually word for word, at the
webpage, “The Battle of Carr’s Fort, February 10th, 1779,” San Antonio Chapter of the Texas State Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution (http://sarsat.org/HistoricalAccounts/17790210TheBattleofCarrsForthtm : accessed 6 January 2011). It is not discernible
which site silently copied the other.

53 The most complete account of the battle is that of Robert Scott Davis, Georgians in the Revolution: At Kettle Creek (Wilkes Co.) and
Burke Co. (Easley, S.C.: Southern Historical Press, 1986), particularly 11-44.

54 “Georgia Militia and Continental Regiments of Infantry: A Selected Historical Timeline,” Sons of the American Revolution, Marquis de
Lafayette Chapter (http://www.lafayettesar.org/gamilitia.htm : accessed 6 January 2011).

55 “The American Revolution in South Carolina: South Carolinians Outside of South Carolina in the American Revolution,”
Carolana.com (http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/sc_troops_militia_outside_sc.html : accessed 7 January 2011).
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June 1778 to the end of the war.5¢ Heitman offers nothing on Twiggs, but the author of his sketch in
New Georgia Encyclopedia places him in the Fourth Company of Lachlan McIntosh’s First
Continental battalion in 1779.57 No known evidence suggests that William Cooksey’s Eighth
Company of the First Continental participated in this engagement.

22 FEBRUARY 1779

THOMAS'’S PLANTATION

This engagement, included in the Georgia SAR chronology, might be an error. On 22 February 1781
there occurred an engagement at Thompson’s Plantation in South Carolina. However, I can find no
other information on a 1779 engagement for Thomas’s Plantation or any 22 February engagement
in Georgia.

3 MARCH 1779

BRIER (BRIAR) CREEK

This significant battle in Burke County (now Screven) apparently engaged both militia forces and
Continental soldiers from the Second line, but not from the First in which William served. According
to the Georgia Society, SAR:

“On the same day that Colonel Boyd was defeated at Kettle Creek, and Colonel Archibald
Campbell withdrew from Augusta, a large force of North Carolina troops appeared across
the [Savannah] river from the Augusta outpost on the Georgia frontier. A planned
rendezvous with Campbell at Wrightsville by Boyd’s Loyalists led to the capture of some of
Boyd’s men when [British] Colonel Campbell unexpectedly failed to show up.

“The North Carolina patriots, under the command of General John Ashe, smelled blood. With
the victory at Kettle Creek, Ashe’s men were are hot on the trail of Campbell’s loyalists.
Unknown to Ashe, however, was that Campbell had received reinforcements from Savannah
under the command of General Augustine Prevost. Together the British forces totaled 2,300
men, although less than a thousand participated in the battle.

“Camping at the confluence of Brier Creek and the Savannah River, Ashe’s men were caught
unaware by hundreds of handpicked soldiers and loyalist militia on March 3, 1779. The
Tories from North Carolina, along with their commander, Ashe, fled. Only Colonel Samuel
Elbert and his Georgia militia remained. Outnumbered and overpowered, the men defended
the camp until almost all were dead. The late afternoon action ended at sunset, with the
rebellion forces suffering a humiliating defeat. Almost 400 Americans were Kkilled or
captured, while the British only lost 5 men.58

The identification of the Brier/Briar Creek forces under Col. Samuel Elbert as “militia” appears to
err. Heitman'’s Register states that Elbert, as a lieutenant colonel, served in the First Georgia,

56 Francis Bernard Heitman, Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army during the War of the Revolution, April 1775 to
December 1783 (Washington, D.C.: Rare Book Shop Publishing Co., 1914), 29.

57 Russell K. Brown, “John Twiggs (1750-1816),” New Georgia Encyclopedia (http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article
jsp?id=h-3710 : accessed 7 January 2011).

58 “Georgia Militia and Continental Regiments of Infantry: A Selected Historical Timeline,” Sons of the American Revolution, Marquis de
Lafayette Chapter (http://www.lafayettesar.org/gamilitia.htm : accessed 6 January 2011).
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Continental Line from 7 January 1776 to 5 July 1776; at that point he was appointed to the Second
Georgia, Continental Line, where he served to the end of the war.>?

MARCH 1779

FORT MORGAN

This engagement occurred at a Patriot outpost on the Ogeechee, county undetermined. I've not yet
identified the forces that served.6?

MARCH 1779

NEWSOME’S FORT

The site of this engagement was said by one participant (in an 1850 affidavit when he was nearly
100) to be in Wilkes County near the Richmond line. That veteran identified the 1850 location of
the site as Warren County.6!

A Newsom genealogy offers the following assertion, without documentation (although other
assertions in the same paragraph are adequately sourced):

“Solomon Newsom (the 2nd) married to (1) Jane White (2) widow Elizabeth Mitchell.
Solomon was a Captain during the Revolutionary War. He escaped the Tait's Indians in 1779
and reached a fort on the south side of Briar Creek in present day Warren Co., Ga. in time to
warn them of the impending attack. According to Dr. George, Solomon II was a Melitia [sic]
Capt. in Col. Elijah Clarke's Regiment in the Revolution.é2

Knight's Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution (p. 135) abstracts the certificate that Elijah Clarke
provided to Solomon Newsome, qualifying him for bounty land in Washington County.

The conflict in which Elijah Clarke’s forces met “Tait’s Indians” in 1779 is the 22 March 1779 Battle
of Rocky Comfort Creek near Augusta. It is discussed in greater detail under that date below.

20 MARCH 1779

ABERCORN CREEK

This naval engagement occurred in South Georgia, across from Purrysburg, South Carolina.63 I've
found no evidence that either Clarke’s militiamen or Georgia’s Continental Line was involved.

21 MARCH 1779

THE CROSSROADS

This engagement on Beech Island apparently occurred in Burke County. One of the few sources
available for it summarizes the encounter this way:

59 Francis Bernard Heitman, Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army during the War of the Revolution, April 1775 to
December 1783 (Washington, D.C.: Rare Book Shop Publishing Co. 1914), 29. However, when Henry Deshasure applied for a
Revolutionary pension as a veteran of Georgia service (but a resident of Mercer County, Ky.) he stated that he served in the Third Georgia
under “Colonel Ray or Rhea and Lt. Col. Elbert at the Battle of Savannah and at Briar Creek.”

60 “Revolutionary War Raids and Skirmishes in 1779,” The American Revolutionary War (http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com
/battles/1779s.htm : accessed 7 January 2011).

61 This placement of Newsome’s Fort is found on page 3 of thel9 August 1850 pension affidavit of Micajah Brooks of Paulding
County, Ga.; see Micajah Brooks (Revolutionary War, Ga. ) and Widow Margaret T. Brooks, Pension Application W27,694; BLM 51,752-
160-55, Footnote.com (http://www.footnote.com : accessed 9 January 2011), especially image 10999895.

62 Chad Williams, “Separating the Facts from Mere Assumption on the Solomon Newsom(e) I, II, Family,” GenForum
(http://genforum.genealogy.com/newsome/messages/895.html : accessed 9 January 2011).

63 “Revolutionary War Naval Minor Engagements: 1775-1783,” The American Revolutionary War (http://www.myrevolutionarywar
.com/battles/1775-1783n.htm : accessed 7 January 2011).
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“On March 21, at 8:00 PM,, the 200 Loyalist Militia, commanded by Maj. John Spurgin,
attacked the Patriot camp at ‘the Crossroads.” All but 60 out of 200 men of the Patriots fled
the scene. The remainder managed to drive the Loyalists back to the Burke County Jail.”64

22 MARCH 1779

ROCKY COMFORT CREEK

The Battle of Rocky Comfort Creek occurred, apparently, in modern Richmond County, near
Augusta. The “Georgia in the Revolution” timeline of the Georgia Society, SAR, generalizes this and
other early March encounters this way:

“Tories and Creek Indians under the command of British Capt. David Taitt raided or
destroyed several Wilkes County Forts and Settlements, including Fort Well’s, Drury Rogers
Fort, Benjamin Fulsam’s Fort, Solomon Newsome’s Fort, Harris’ or Marbury’s Fort.

“At Daniel Gunnel’s Fort on the Sandy Creek in Wilkes County, Col. John Dooly and Col.
Andrew Pickens and their Georgia and South Carolina Militia defeated Capt. David Taitt’s
Indians. The Militia parted here after the victory over the Creeks.” 65

Scoggins’ and Edgar’s study of the back-country South Carolinians in the Revolution, including their
activities in Georgia, provides more detail:

“Following the Battle of Briar Creek, the New Acquisition Regiment [from South Carolina]
retreated North toward Augusta and fell in with Colonel LeRoy Hammond'’s militia regiment
from the Ninety-Six District, which was pursuing a party of Cherokee and Tory raiders. On
29 March 1779, Ross and Hammond overtook and attacked the raiders five miles east of
Rocky Comfort Creek, in modern Richmond County, Georgia. A fierce hand-to-hand battle
ensued between the militia and the Indians, and Ross received a tomahawk wound in the
abdomen. John Linn, who was in Captain William Gaston’s company during the battle, wrote
home to his wife from Camp Augusta on 1 April:

‘... They [Capt. William Gaston’s men] killed and scalped eight Indians & two white men, and
took three Indians & three white men prisoners, & brought the eight Indian scalps along to
camp. We [his S.C. company] had only one man wounded, Maj. Ross, who got a slight wound
below his short rib, and is hoped he will live’

“Ross did not recover from his wound; he died on 1 April and was buried with full military
honors, across from Augusta on the South Carolina side of the Savannah River."¢¢

Wikipedia’s biography of General John Dooly provides a lengthier account:

“A month later [a month after the Battle of Kettle Creek], George Galphin received warning of
an approaching pro-British Indian invasion of seven hundred warriors under David Taitt

64 “Revolutionary War Raids and Skirmishes in 1779,” The American Revolutionary War (http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com
/battles/1779s.htm : accessed 7 January 2011).

65 “Georgia in the Revolution,” Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution (http://www.georgiasocietysar.org/rev1779.htm :
accessed 7 January 2011).

66 “Georgia in the Revolution,” Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution (http://www.georgiasocietysar.org/rev1779.htm :
accessed 7 January 2011).
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and Emistisiguo. This force of Indians and Loyalists burned Folsom's Fort and other
outposts along the Ogeechee River in what was then western Wilkes County. South Carolina
militiamen again came to the rescue.

“The Indians with Alexander McGillivray met defeat at Rocky Comfort Creek on March 29 at
the hands of militiamen under colonels Leroy Hammond of South Carolina and Benjamin
Few of Georgia. The battle resulted in the deaths of nine Indians, including two headmen,
and three Loyalists who had accompanied them. Among the three Indians and three "white
savages" (white men who lived as Indians) captured was Emistisiguo's son. The next day,
Pickens and Dooly led their men against Emistisiguo himself. Three Indians were reportedly
killed at the head of the Ogeechee River. In the face of such opposition, most of Taitt's
followers deserted; he had only seventy warriors still with him when he reached Savannah.
The men of the Georgia militia paraded the scalps of their victims in Augusta although they
released Emistisiguo's son as a peace gesture. Pickens and Williamson now had high praise
for Dooly and specifically for the intelligence from his network of scouts.(n39)"67

Benjamin Few, commander of the Georgia Militia in this action at Rocky Comfort, is one of three
brothers (all officers from Wilkes County), who took out bounty land in Washington County.
One of them is named as an adjacent landowner on William Cooksey’s 1793 survey.

The SAR timeline shows no further military action in Georgia until 26 June, by which time William
seems to have ended his Revolutionary service.

CA.JULY 1782
GEORGIA

Occupation.

“... another matter of concern was citizenship legislation. The first act on this subject was passed
just after the British evacuation [July 1782]. . .. The same act declared that all who neither
cultivated sufficient land to support their families nor followed a trade shuld be termed vagrants
and either be sent out of the state or required to serve two years in the Continental Army. Later, a
vagrant was defined as anyone who did not cultivate three acres of land or follow a trade. People
convicted as vagrants were to give bond for good behavior and for engaging in employment or they
might be bound out for a year’s service. Vagrants who could not be bound out because no one
would take them for the year’s service might either be given thirty-nine lashes and released or
enlist as state soldiers.”¢8

COMMENT:
William Cooksey did not apply for land until 1790, although he qualified for bounty-land in
1785. This fact suggests that he had another occupation.

67 This long Wikipedia sketch appears to be copied verbatim from an unnamed source—Ilikely a work by a historian or genealogical
scholar, considering the extent to which it is referenced; the references, however, are not copied. Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org
/wiki/John_Dooly : accessed 7 January 2011), has the text flagged for “cleanup” or deletion. I have yet found no other detailed discussion
of the action at Rocky Comfort Creek.

TO DO: Identify the source of this narrative and study its own sources.

68 Kenneth Coleman, The American Revolution in Georgia, 1763-1789 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1958).

e ——
FROM THE ROOTSMAGIC FILE OF ELIZABETH SHOWN MILLS, CG, CGL, FASG = 24 FEBRUARY 2014 -+ 19
SHARING POLICY: SEE LAST PAGE



Three

William Cooksey Il (ca. 1745-1829)
Wife 1: Unknown
Wife 2: Zilpha (Watts) Price

known records suggest two occupations, which could have been practiced

simultaneously: cattle grower and gunsmith.

William’s first two land grants, warranted and surveyed in May 1791, were for small
tracts on an island in the middle of Oconee River. Such locations were common for
men who raised cattle. Once cattle were transported to the island, there would be no
need for fencing.

On 26 June 1872, his son William E. Cooksey filed for a pension from Russell County,
Alabama, stating that he had been drafted into the War of 1812 while residing in
Telfair County, Georgia, and that he was then a gunsmith by trade.t® One observable
characteristic of tradesmen and craftsmen, across place and time, is an inclination to
teach the trade to sons. Craftsmen needed helpers; young sons provided “free labor”
that, in turn, taught them a trade with which they could earn their living as an adult.

William E., when he was drafted in late 1812, was then about twenty-five, unmarried and
was not living at home. His father was then in Laurens. However, when the War of 1812
erupted in the summer of that year, the U.S. built a string of forts along the Ocmulgee to
protect citizens from British-incited Indian attacks. None of those forts were built in
Laurens County, but three were built in Telfair: Fort Adams, Fort Clark, Fort McIntosh.
Those installations would have been a key source or employment for gunsmiths.

On the

premise that the older William may have been a gunsmith as well, we might focus

our pre-1790 search for him in the neighborhoods where forts were located. Specifically:

TO DO:

Fort Advance (1797), Baldwin County near Milledgeville; built by Elijah Clarke on
his Trans-Oconee Expedition

Fort Barrington aka Fort Howe (c1765—) “on the Altamaha at the intersection of
King’s road”70

Fort Cornwallis (1779-1781) Richmond County, at Augusta

Fort Defense (1794), Wayne County, near Doctortown (north of Jesup)

Fort Defiance (1795), Baldwin, near Milledgeville

Fort Fidius (after 1792), Baldwin

Fort George (1761), Chatham County at Savannah

Fort Halifax (1754), Chataham County near Savannah; later Fort Prevost

Fort Prevost (1779), Chatham County near Savannah

Fort Wilkinson (1796), Baldwin Co.

Search for records of all these forts.

69 Applicant’s Declaration for Pension, 26 June 1872, in William E. Cooksey (Pvt., Capt. Atkinson’s Co., Georgia Militia, War of 1812),
pension no. S.C. 19,478, Case Files of Pension and Bounty-Land Applications Based on Service in the War of 1812; Records of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, Record Group 15; National Archives, Washington, D.C. Also see William E. Cookey (Pvt., Capt. Atkinson’s
Co., Georgia Militia, War of 1812), bounty land warrant file 8488, 80 acres (Act of 1850) and William E. Cooksey (Pvt., Capt. Atkinson’s
Co., Georgia Militia, War of 1812), bounty land warrant file 38,812, 80 acres (Act of 1855); both in Military Bounty Land Warrants series;
Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Record Group 49; National Archives, Washington, D.C.

70 This quote and other information on Georgia forts is taken from Golden Ink, “Georgia Forts,” Our Georgia History
(http://ourgeorgiahistory.com/lists/Georgia_forts.html : accessed 3 January 2011).
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CA. 1783-85
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land (Bounty).

C. Cooksey 1756-70 Wilkes Co.

William Cooksey 1783-85 Wilkes Co.

William Cooksey 1783-85 Washington Co.”t
COMMENT:

My search of Wilkes County’s land court records turned up no references to Cooksey
grants—only the existence of William’s name on a list of men to whom Col. Elijah Clarke of
Wilkes County gave a bounty-land certificate for minuteman service.’2 The only C. C
grantee I could identify for Wilkes was one Cornelius Cochran. [See n. 2, above.]

As for William Cooksey (or variant spelling),

e Norecord was found in these Wilkes County records.

e Warrants for the two grants (50+125=175 acres) in the middle of Oconoee River
(Washington/Montgomery/Tattnall counties) were issued on 2 May 1791. See plats
under that date, below.

e Subsequently he held another tract of land (200 acres) under warrant of 3 May
1793, survey of 14 May 1793, and patent dated 1 November 1795. However, the tax
rolls of 1797-98 credit him with only the first 175 acres.

APRIL-MAY 1784
FRANKLIN COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land (Bounty).

“Names of Rev. Sols, found in the records of Franklin Co., Ga. (State Dept. of Archives; names not in
Knight's ‘Roster of Rev. Soldiers.” They received certificates for bounty lands for their service,
signed by Col. Elijah Clarke, Col. Samuel Jack, and Col. Greenberry Lee.

Hugh Anderson Robert Carey
Peter Anderson David Cooper
George Beall John Cooper
John Beall Richard Cowsley
John Bratcher William Cucksey
Moses Bruer Alexander Davis
Elisha Burrus John Dennison

71 George Gillman Smith, Story of Georgia and the Georgia People (Macon: George G. Smith, 1901), Appendix: “Headrights Granted by
the Georgia Colonial and State Governments from 1754 to 1800,” pp. 567-69.

72 The searched records included Wilkes Co., “Orders of Land Court, 1785,” unindexed and much of it barely legible, Ordinary’s Office,
Washington, Georgia; consulted as FHL microfilm 0,163,599, item 2. Also Wilkes Co., “Index to Land Grants 1 & 2, 1784-1839, FHL
microfilm 0,227,284.
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Catlatt Cawley Sabra Dinkins

John Cawley James Dunman

Richard Cawley Joshua Edwards” 73
COMMENT:
The dating for this list is suggested by the other Franklin County certificates whose text
Knight does provide.

Note that while the compilers of this list say these names were omitted by Knight, there are
several duplications: John Bratcher, Catlatt Cawley, Richard Cawley, and Sabra Dinkins.

APRIL 1785
[WILKES COUNTY?] GEORGIA

Land (Bounty).

“Certificate of service signed by Elijah Clark, to men of “ _____ Battalion: Peter Bradshaw, Arch.
Mickson, Nich. Gunnels, John Wooten, Zach. Henderson, George Runnalds, Andrew McGruen, John
Thegott, William Russell, James Hill, Amos Razon, James Anderson, Richard Cawley, John Soulter,
William Cucksey, Wm. Odio (Osier), Jacob Wardman, George Miller, Benjamin Perkins, John
Bratcher, Hugh Woods, John Woods, Edward Williams, Bailey Gains, Sabry Dinkins, David Burks,
Catlatt Cawley, Anthony Cooper, William Rogers, Philip Steed, Philip Rasberry, John Cawley.”74

COMMENT:

Clues to a man’s origins and familial connections often can be found in the identities of the
men with whom he enlisted and served. Toward that end, I have searched both Knight's
Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution and Bockstruck’s Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants.
See notes below.

CA. 1785-1800
GEORGIA

Land (Bounty).7s

(Reconstructed by Knight)

“Non-residents” of the state at time of enlistment:
Bradshaw, Peter
Dinkins, Sabry

Men for whom no residential status is stated:

73 Ettie Tidwell McCall (Mrs. Howard H. McCall), Roster of Revolutionary Soldiers in Georgia, 3 vols. (1941; reprint, Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1968-69), 1 : 249-50.

74 Grace Gillam Davidson, Lelia Thornton Gentry, et al., Historical Collections of the Georgia Chapters Daughter of the American
Revolution (1929; reprinted Baltimore, MD: Clearfield, 1995), 172.

75 Lucian Lamar Knight, Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution: Containing a List of the State’s Defenders; Officers and Men; Soldiers and
Sailors; Partisans and Regulars; Whether Enlisted from Georgia or Settled in Georgia after the close of Hostilities (1920; reprinted,
Westminster, MD: Heritage Books, 2008).
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Anderson, James “Lieut. Minute men, 1777. Certificate Col. E. Clark, 18 May, 1784.
Prays for 200 acres of land in Franklin Co. Granted 24th May, 1784.”
(Knight, 23)

Gunnels, Nich. “Certificate of Elijah Clarke, Col., April 20, 1784. Petitioner prays
bounty in Franklin Co. Warrant 529. (Knight, 90).

Henderson, Zach. “260 acres, (bounty) Washington Co., bounded N. & E. vacant, S.
Oconee river, W. vacant, lot 723. Warrant —. Aug. 1, 1784. p. 240.
(Knight, 211)

Russell, William “Certificate of Elijah Clarke, Col., Nov. 16, 1784. Warrant 733
(Knight, 154)

Steed, Philip “Certificate of Elijah Clarke, Lt. Col., April 6, 1784. Petitioner prays
bounty in Washington Co. Warrant 762.” (Knight, 165)

Thegott, John “Certificate of Elijah Clarke, Col,, Jan 25, 1785. Warrant 796.” (Knight,
168)

Wardman, Jacob “Certificate of E. Clarke, Lt. Col, Jan. 3, 1785. Warrant 848.” (Knight,
185)

Minute Men for whom Knight has nothing:

Bratcher, John Gains, Bailey Rogers, William

Burks, David Hill, James Runnalds, George

Cawley, Catlatt Mickson, Arch. Soulter, John

Cawley, John Odion (Osier) Williams, Edward

Cawley, Richard Perkins, Benjamin Woods, Hugh

Cooper, Anthony Rasberry, Philip Woods, John

Cucksey, William Razon, Amos Wooten, John

28 AUGUST 1785

WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA
Land (Bounty).76

(As reconstructed by Bockstruck)
“Cucksey, William, Ga. Minute Man. 28 Apr. 1785. ——— [Blanks indicate no acreage actually
entered by the claimant.]

FELLOW SOLDIERS:

Anderson, James Ga. Lieutenant 26 May 1784 460 acres Bp.9
Bradshaw, Peter Ga. Minute Man 22 Mar. 1785 250 acres Bp.57
Bratcher, John Ga. Citizen 28 Apr. 1785. — Bp.59
*Burks, David Ga. — 5 May 1785 — Bp.76
Cawley, Catlett Ga.  Minute Man 2 Mar 1784 — Bp. 9%
*Cawley, John Ga. — 5 May 1785 — Bp. %

76 Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State Governments (Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1996), 127 for William Cucksey. The asterisks that are added to this list are my own; they flag the men whose certificates
were later turned in by Elijah Clarke for land granted in Clarke’s name. See “Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records, 1783-1909,”
images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : 10 January 2014), volume “Clemmens, James ].-Cockson, William,” folder “Elijah Clark,”
images 274, 280, 293, 297, 321, 323, and 335. In addition to these men, Clarke personally redeemed the certificates of many others.
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Cawley, Richard Ga. Minute Man 22 Mar. 1785 250 acres B p.9%4
*Cooper, Anthony Ga. Minute Man 3 Oct. 1783 287.5acres Bp.116
*Dinkins, Sabray Ga. Minute Man 22 Mar. 1785 250 acres Bp. 148
*Gaines, Bailey Ga. Minute Man 22 Mar. 1785 250 acres Bp. 191
Gunnels, Nicholas Ga.  Minute Man 22 Jul. 1784 287.5acres Bp.218
*Henderson, Zachariah  Ga. Lieutenant 14 Mar. 1784 250 acres B p. 242
Hill, James Ga. Refugee 15 Mar. 1784 500 acres B p. 247
Mickson/Mixon, Arch. [not found]
Odion (Osier), William

Odom, Uriah[?] Ga. Minute Man 27 Apr. 1784 287.5acres Bp.397
Perkins, Benjamin Ga. Minute Man 24 Aug. 1785 250 acres Bp.414
Rasberry, Philip [not found]
*Razon, Amos [not found]
*Rogers, William Ga. Refugee 27 Apr. 1784 287.5acres Bp.455
*Runnels, George Ga. Minute Man 29 Jul. 1784 287.5acres Bp.460
Russell, William Ga Minute man 22 Mar. 1785 250 acres B p. 461
Soulter, John Ga. Minute Man 28 Apr. 1785 — B p. 495
*Steed, Philip Ga. Soldier 20 Apr. 1784 287.5acres Bp.502
Thegott, John Ga. Minute Man 22 Mar. 1785 250 acres Bp.524
Wardman, Jacob Ga. Minute Man 5 May 1785 — B p.553
*Williams, Edward Ga  Minute Man 5 May 1785 287.5acres Bp.574
Woods, Hugh Ga. Minute Man 30 Apr. 1785 575 acres B p. 587
Wood, John Ga. Minute Man 1784 287.5acres Bp.585
Wooten, John [not found]

COMMENT:

Bockstruck’s foreword discusses the regulations and circumstances surrounding the various
types of grants. Especially relevant portions are these:

(pp. x—xi)

“The ranks and classes with the corresponding acreage for Georgia's Revolutionary War
personnel and inhabitants were:

230 acres

287 Y acres [but note the 250 grants above]
287 Y acres

287 Y% acres

287 Y% acres

private in Georgia line
private in minute battalions
private in militia

refugee private in militia
citizen

['m skipping several types]

(p. x0)

refugee private in militia (also citizen) 575 acres
captain in militia 575 acres
captain in minute battalions 575 acres”

“There were five classes of recipients who received bounty land grants in Georgia. The first
included those who served in the Continental Army. Georgia was unique in that the bounty
land acreage was actually greater for a man who served as a private in the militia than as a
private in the Georgia Continental Line. There were four regiments of the Georgia Line
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attached to the Continental Army. While some have argued that this class of soldiers
deserved the most but received the least, such a claim is distorted by a modern perspective
which has elevated the Continental Line to a position it did not necessarily enjoy during the
Revolutionary War. Even the Executive Council of Georgia dismissed the petitions of
Continental Army veterans for additional refugee warrants on the basis that as Continental
soldiers they had drawn their pay and performed their duties in a position of their own
choosing.

“From 3 June 1777 to 1 March 1778 Georgia had a second class of minute-men. These men
and officers were in three Minute Battalions and were all non-residents of Georgia at the
time of their enlistments.”

COMMENT:

This statement by Bockstruck might assume too much. Knight's abstracts show that
some minute men identified themselves as non-residents of the state at the time they
enlisted, but most of them did not.]

“Georgia’s third class of bounty land recipients was the militia who sprang up to handle local
emergencies and then disappeared.

“The fourth class was that of refugees who were former Georgia residents who fled the state
when the British reimposed royal authority and served in the militia regiments of
neighboring South Carolina and North Carolina.

“The fifth class was that of the citizen. The act of 20 August 1781 attempted to come to grips
with the exodus of Georgia’s population just ahead of the advancing British forces. Any
resident who remained in Georgia until after the expulsion of the enemy in July 1782 had to
produce a certificate from the commanding officer of his district to the legislature that he had
steadfastly [p. xii] done his duty and was entitled to 250 acares. Moreover, the recipient
could not have been convicted of plundering and distressing the country. In other words, he
could not have been a Loyalist. [Emphasis added.]

“The sixth and smallest class involved deserters from the British.

“It is important to be aware that many Georgia bounty land warrantees qualified in more
than one class.

“Applicants for bounty land pursued a five-step process. If they were citizens, they had to
obtain their certificates from the commanding officer of the district in which they lived. If
they were in the army or navy, they had to obtain a voucher from the commanding officer of
their unit or battalion. They in turn presented the voucher to the Executive Council which sat
as a land court for Franklin and Washington counties. If the Executive Council approved the
voucher, the governor issued a numbered certificate in the name of the petitioner, giving his
name; his classification of refugee, minuteman, or citizen; the acreage; and the name of the
certifying officer found on the initial certificate. [Emphasis added.]

“Although this certificate was issued in the name of the petitioner, it could actually be issued
to anyone to whom the petitioner had assigned his rights. The Executive Council would then
issue a numbered warrant directing the county surveyor to lay out the acreage stated in the
bounty. The county surveyor, or his deputy, would then survey the land which the applicant

had selected and make three plats. He would enter one in his own records and forward the
other two to the Surveyor General. The Surveyor General would record and file one plat and
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attach the third copy to the warrant. The Surveyor General would transmit one copy of the
plat and the executed warrant to the Secretary of State who would issue the grant after the
filing fees had been paid. The designation of bounty would be entered in the grant book.

“The petitioner could also locate his bounty land in one of the eight old counties of Georgia.
In those counties the county land court rather than the governor and Executive Council
handled the transaction. ...

“It is imperative to note that nothing but the governor’s numbered certificate indicated the
status of the recipient. Any other step in the paper trail could pertain to a soldier, a civilian, a
transferee, or a purchaser of the right. ... It is estimated that no more than half of the
numbered warrants signed by the governor survive. Half of the numbered warrants signed by
the Executive Council’s president also survive. The incomplete extant records defy any
attempt to bring order out of chaos. ... [Emphasis added.]

[p. xiii]

“On 22 February 1785 the General Assembly delegated to the land courts of the ten counties
the duty of issuing warrants for bounty grants. The act stipulated that all applications had to
be filed by 22 February 1786; otherwise, the bounty grant would not be allowed. The act
further specified that a warrant issued by the president of the Executive Council or by a
county land court would not expire if surveyed within two years from the date of issuance.
Accordingly, true bounty land grants in Georgia cannot exist for warrants bearing a date
after 22 February 1786.”

“... Holders of vouchers and numbered certificates used such legal instruments as a medium
of exchange. They were treated as money or as stock certificates and could be sold or traded
to other people. These people could then receive the grants themselves, and they may not
have been entitled to bounty grants in any of the six classes. These purchasers in turn would
present the vouchers and certificates singly and collectively to county land courts where
they would receive new warrants in their own names, have surveys made, and subsequently
have grants issued in their names. [Lucian Lamar] Knight [in his Georgia’s Roster of the
Revolution] mistakenly listed many of these grants which were in the amount of 230, 287,
and 575 acres as going to Revolutionary soldiers when in fact the grantees were merely
purchasers or assignees of the veterans.

“While Georgia had ten counties with functioning land courts, the records of only one
survive—Washington County. Its records have been transcribed by Mary Bondurant Warren
and Jack Moreland Jones in Washington County, GA Land Warrants, 1778-1787 (Athens, Ga.:
Heritage Papers, 1992).

“Revolutionary Soldiers’ Receipts for Georgia Bounty Grants (Atlanta, Ga.: Foote and Davies
Company, 1928) is a facsimile reproduction of a manuscript containing the names of more
than a thousand refugees, citizens, soldiers of the Georgia Line, and officers and men of the
Georgia State Galleys.”

“Marion Hemperley compiled a list of some 2,000 Revolutionary individuals who applied for
bounty land based upon vouchers setting forth the Revo- [p. xiv] lutionary War service of
the applicant and the certificates issued by the governor after the service had been found
valid. He also used other records found among the 200,000 documents so that there are a
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few entries included which seemingly have no bounty land connections. Hemperley’s book,
Military Certificates of Georgia 1776-1800 on File in the Surveyor General Department
(Atlanta, Ga.: State Printing Office, 1983), also includes post-Revolutionary references to
veterans of the Oconee War who qualified for bounty land.

“The most inclusive collection of published Georgia Revolutionary War bounty land records
is Nicole O’Kelley and Mary Bondurant Warren’s Georgia Revolutionary Bounty Land Records,
1783-1785 (Athens, Ga.: Heritage Papers, 1992).

“The Georgia entries in this [present] book are an amalgamation of extracts made from the
original records. Since many of the records did not bear a date, all of the data may not be
reflective of the date shown.”

TO DO:
All the books cited by Bockstruck need to be studied. I have just ordered the two by Warren.

5 MAY 1785
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA?

Bounty Land.

“By account of Justices of the county of Franklin. To John Gorham, Esq., County surveyor for the said
county.

“You are hereby authorised and required to admeasure and lay out or cause to be admeasured and
laid out unto Elijah Clark a tract of land which shall contain Eleven hundred & fifty acres in the
county of Franklin in lieu of two bounty certificates of William Cucksey & Amos Reason ... Taking
especial care that the same has not heretofore been laid out to any person or persons—and you are
hereby also directed and required to record a plat of the same in your office and transmit a copy
thereof together with this warrant to the surveyor general within six months from this date. Given
under my hand as senior Justice, this 5th day of May 1785. [Signed] Walker Richardson, C.F.C."77

TO DO:

The Clarke file shows nearly 100,000 acres granted to him, personally, across several
counties, upon his presentation of certificates of service issued by him to soldiers who are
said to have served under him.

The 1150 acres Clarke received for two grants, using Bockstruck’s table, means that Clarke
presented Reason and Cucksey, each, as a “refugee private in militia (also citizen),” rather
than a militiaman as Clarke said Cucksey was in the 1784 certificate transcribed above.

Presuming that William legally conveyed his right to Clarke, then it would appear that he
had some occupation other than farming and/or was not a “family man” in need of a tract on
which to settle his family.

77 “Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records, 1783-1909,” images, Family Search (https://family
search.org : 10 January 2014), Volume “William Clemmens, James ].-Cockson, William,” image 274, for 5 May
1785 warrant to Elijah Clark on service of William Cucksey & Amos Reason.
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MARRIAGE:
TRADITION VS. EVIDENCE VS. POSSIBILITIES

CA. 1785-86
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA?

Analysis.

William is said to have married one Leanna Wesley, by whom he allegedly had all his children. The
apparently oldest son, William E., was born between 26 June and 23 November 1786, purportedly
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in Washington County, Georgia.”® The second son, John, first appears on record in 1809 as a juror
(i.e., born before Spring 1788), but was dead before any census was taken. William’s apparent
daughters Mary and Letitia (not previously identified for him by other researchers) married in
1810 and ca. 1811, suggesting births around 1790-95. A third attributed daughter, Nancy, is said
to have been born in Savannah on 12 April 1804.

All these dates seem to be contradicted by a frequently mentioned record: the Georgia Land Lottery
list of 1805. The only William Cooksey who applied (for which registration occurred between May
1803 and 1 March 1804). According to both standard lists used by researchers—published
transcriptions of the master list in the State Land Office, a list that alphabetizes all names
statewide—William was allotted just one draw: that being the allotment for a single man with no
minors.” However, a surviving fragment of the local Tattnall County list assigns two tick marks to
William: that of a married man or a man with minor children.80

The gap between Nancy and William’s other children, a gap for which no other Cookseys have been
discovered, implies that she had a different mother. Other circumstances, as well as mtDNA
evidence, strongly imply that she was the daughter of Zilpha (Watts) Price, who John Cooksey
attempted to marry in 1809. Zilpha, after John's death, lived with and bore a son and daughter by
her "father-in-law" William Cooksey.8!

The birth of William E. in the burned county of Washington about 1786, coupled with the fact that
no marriage record has been found for William elsewhere, suggests that William’s marriage
occurred in Washington County about 1785.

Two possibilities need to be explored in the search for William’s wife.

o Dukes and Sizemores. The original registration list for the 1805 lottery, which is transcribed
under “May 1803-1804,” clusters William at the head of a trio that included himself, a fatherless
child named “Henry Duke” and a putative widow named “Letty Duke.” The two Dukes should be
William's daughter Letty and her son Henry, born of a union that was not legal.

Shortly before the Revolution (about 1773), during which time William appears to have been in
the Wilkes County area, there arrived in Wilkes a couple from Fairfield District, South Carolina:
Henry and Letitia “Letty” Duke (var. Dukes). They settled along Fishing Creek—the border

78 The time frame of his birth is drawn from his bounty land application of 23 November 1851 and his pension application of 26 June
1872. His widow, in applying for her pension, stated that he was born in Tattnall County, Georgia—an area that would have been in
Washington County, Georgia, at the time of William E.’s birth. See
e William E. Cooksey (Pvt., Capt. Atkinson’s Co., Georgia Militia, War of 1812), pension no. S.C. 19,478, Case Files of Pension and

Bounty-Land Applications Based on Service in the War of 1812; Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Record Group 15;
National Archives, Washington, D.C.
e William E. Cookey (Pvt., Capt. Atkinson’s Co., Georgia Militia, War of 1812), bounty land warrant file 8488, 80 acres (Act of 1850);
Military Bounty Land Warrants; Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Record Group 49; National Archives, Washington, D.C.
e William E. Cooksey (Pvt., Capt. Atkinson’s Co., Georgia Militia, War of 1812), bounty land warrant file 38,812, 80 acres (Act of 1855);
Military Bounty Land Warrants; Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Record Group 49; National Archives, Washington, D.C.
William first appears on record on the 1820 U.S. census, Greene Co., Miss., p. 52, line 31, Wm. E. Cooksey; National Archives microfilm
publication M33, roll 57; digital images at Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 27 January 2005).

79 Virginia S. Wood and Ralph V. Wood, 1805 Georgia Land Lottery (Cambridge: Greenewood Press, 1964),77; Paul K. Graham, 1805
Georgia Land Lottery: Persons Entitled to Draws (Decatur, Ga.: The Genealogy Company, 2005), 123.

80 Tattnall Co., Ga., Mixed Records of the Inferior & Superior Courts, 1807-45; microfilm A&H 101 (drawer 37, box 47), Ga. Dept. of Archives & History,
Atlanta. Ignatius Hall appears on a separate page as no. 211. However, no “number of draws” appears after his name. If single and over 21, he should have
been entitled to one draw; if married, two draws.

81 Nancy Cooksey’s mtDNA is an exact match for the mtDNA carried by descendants of Zilpha's sister Rhoda Watts (wife of Mark
Rayburn). This and other evidence is being currently developed by me for publication in a peer-review journal.
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area between modern Wilkes and Lincoln Counties. The migration included not only Henry, his
wife, and children (known children: Henry, William, Thomas, and James Duke), but also Henry’s
apparent brother-in-law William Sizemore with wife Mary, and two other families named
Funderburk and Hogg. 82

The Dukes and Sizemores are of special interest to me because my autosomal matches include
numerous individuals who report descent from the Carolina-to-Georgia Sizemores and Dukes.
Preliminary research to date indicates that Henry Duke’s mother, Elizabeth Ragland (daughter
of John Ragland and wife of Adam Duke) had a sister Mary, the wife of William Sizemore.
William Cooksey, as shown in this set of compiled research notes, named his two daughters
Letitia (the name of Mrs. Henry Duke) and Mary (the name of Mrs. William Sizemore).83

e Alexanders. William first grandson—by John Cooksey and Zilpha (Watts) Price—was given his
father’s name: John. He is not known to have used a middle name. However, John and Zilpha’s
second son did have a double name: Samuel Alexander Cooksey. Neither the name Samuel nor
the name Alexander have been found in Zilpha's family (the Watts), or the Price family into
which she first married, or that of any other known associates.

One Samuel Alexander lived in Wilkes County, Georgia, during the Revolution—the area in
which Elijah Clarke raised his militia unit that included William Cooksey. A number of parallels
can be drawn between this Samuel Alexander and the William Cooksey family:8+

e Samuel Alexander (Sr. or Jr. has not been determined) served as an RW captain under Elijah
Clarke; Cooksey also served under Clarke.

e Under Clarke’s certificate of 2 February 1784, Alexander was entitled to 287.5 acres of
bounty land. He took out that land in Washington County, even though he already owned
extensive lands in Wilkes County. Washington was also the county in which Cooksey next
surfaced in 1790.

o Alexander’s 287.5-acre tract adjoined “College land” and lay on Richland Creek. This creek
lies at the extreme northwest corner of original Washington County; today it falls near the
intersection of Greene, Hancock, and Baldwin Counties. However, Cooksey’s first known
land (see abstracts under 2-10 May 1791, below) lay in the portion of old Washington that
was cut away to create Montgomery and later Tattnall.

82 For a preliminary survey of Duke-Sizemore records in Wilkes County, see Rachal Mills Lennon to Elizabeth Shown Mills, report
“Dukes and Associates of South Carolina,” dated 12 March 2012.

83 For the Ragland-Sizemore-Duke relationship, see deed of Henry Duke and wife Lettice to Aaron Loocock, sale of land on Beaver Pond, Craven Co,, S.C.,
memorialized in the subsequent (2 May 1776) deed of Loocock and wife Mary to Archibald Brown, abstracted in Brent H. Holcomb. South Carolina Deed
Abstracts, 1776-1783, Books Y4 through H5. Columbia, South Carolina: SCMAR, 1994), 66, citing Deeds A5: 236-42.

Related tangle to pursue: Henry Duke Sr.’s son Thomas in 1784 held Wilkes County land next door to Robert Kilgore (Deeds HH:42), who died in 1812
(“Estates 1811-19,” pp. 11, 13). Kilgore’s heir Hannah then married John W. Cooksey (origins unknown), who was in Wilkes by 1812 (Kilgore estate) and d.
1825-27, leaving a will witnessed by Lewis Parks (Wills HH: 211). About that same time in Mississippi, William Cooksey’s stepdaughter Nancy Cooksey m.
John Parks who had migrated there from Wilkes County.

84 For Samuel Alexander’s landholdings, see Grace Gillam Davidson, Early Records of Georgia: Wilkes County (1932; reprint, 2 vols. in 1,
Baltimore: Clearfield Co., 1991); snippet provided, without context, by Google Books (www.books.google.com : accessed 20 November
2010); and Washington Co., Ga., “Surveyor Plat Book A,” p. 80. For the Alexander family, see Marge Lawson, “Samuel Alexander, Sr (b.
1730, d. 1790),” The Hall-Smith Family of Blakely, Ga. (familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/l/a/w/MARGE-LAWSON/WEBSITE-
0001/UHP-0300.html : accessed 9 January 2011); and Jean Mayo Hirsch, “The Family of Joseph Alston and Caroline Green Hatcher,”
RootsWeb’s WorldConnect Project (http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=REG&db=7213&id=118011 : accessed 30
December 2010). These two genealogies are not adequately documented; any material used from them must be explored in original
records.
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Samuel Alexander and wife Olivia Wooten named a daughter Faitha and their son Asa married a
cousin Fathia Wooten. Nancy Cooksey (alleged daughter of William Cooksey and [—?—] but
more likely a daughter of Zilpha by an unidentified father) named a daughter Faitha. This
female name is relatively uncommon in the lower South and has not been found among any
other known associates of William Cooksey or Zilpha (Watts) Price.

Samuel’s Alexander’s mother was Bethia Castellaw, grandddaughter of Joseph Alston. William
Cooksey and his unknown wife named their first son William Alston/Elston.

In weighing the likelihood of a kinship to the Alexanders, one other factor is relevant: Outside of
“elite” families, double given names were not common until after the Revolution. As they came
into use, most represented the name of a Revolutionary hero (e.g.,, Francis Marion, Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, etc.). It would be another generation or so before there was a
significant practice of using the first and last names of ancestors as given names for children.

CA. 1785-1790
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Map of Georgia counties. *
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Jury Service.

William Cooksey does not appear on a published list of jurors serving this year from the portion of
Washington County that would become Montgomery in 1793.86

85 William Thorndale and William Dollarhide, Georgia 1790-1820 (Bountiful, UT: American Genealogical Lending Library, n.d.), 1790
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2 MAY 1791
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land Warrant.8”

“Georgia. By the Court of Justices of Washington County, to Fras Tennille, Esqr. & County Surveyor
for Said County, You are hereby authorised and required to admeasure and lay out or cause to be
admeasured and laid out unto William Cooxy, a tract of Land which shall contain Fifty Acres in
said County of Washington. F.T.

“Taking aspecial care that the same hath not heretofore been laid out to any other person or
persons. And you are hereby also directed and required to record a plat of the same in your Office
and transmit a copy thereof together with this warrant to the Surveyor General within the term of
two Years from this date. Given under Our hands as Justices of said Court this second day of May
One Thousand Seven Hundred and ninety One.

Test: John Watts
Benjn. Tennille CW.C. Jared Irwin
69 Edward Hunter

86 Clifford S. Dwyer, Montgomery County, Ga., Jury Lists, 1791, 1795, 1804 (Vidalia, Ga.: Montgomery County Records Preservation
Committee, n.d.).

87 “Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records, 1783-1909,” images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : 10 January 2014),
volume “Conrad, Hannah-Coward, Zachariah,” folder “William Cooxy,” image 6.
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2 MAY 1791
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land Warrant.88

“Georgia. By the Court of Justices of Washington County, to Fras Tennille, Esquire & County
Surveyor for Said County, You are hereby authorised and required to admeasure and lay out or
cause to be admeasured and laid out unto William Cooxy, a tract of Land which shall contain One
hundred and Twenty five acres in said County of Washington. F.T.

“Taking especial care that the same hath not heretofore been laid out to any other person or
persons. And you are hereby also directed and required to record a plat of the same in your Office
and transmit a copy thereof together with this warrant to the Surveyor General within the term of
two years from this date. Given under Our hands as Justices of said Court this Second day of May
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety One.

Test: John Watts
Benjamin Tennille C.W.C. Jared Irwin
68 Edward Hunter

88 “Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records, 1783-1909,” images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : 10 January 2014),
volume “Conrad, Hannah-Coward, Zachariah,” folder “William Cooxy,” image 4.
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10 MAY 1791
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land Plat.
50 acres, being an island in Oconee River.

“No. 1576. Washington County. Warrant dated the 2nd May 1791 and Surveyed the 10th May 1791
By Jne Watts, D.S. [Deputy Surveyor]. Certified By F. Tennelle, C.S. [County Surveyor]. Advd.
[Advertised?] 14th August 1795. [Chain carriers:] J. Watts, Jno. Watts, CC. Scale 206 Chs. p[er]
Inch.”89

2-10 MAY 1791
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land Plat.

125 acres, being an island in Oconee River.

“Washington County. No. 1679. Warrant dated the 2nd May 1791 and Surveyed the 10th May 1791
By Jni Watts, D.S. [Deputy Surveyor]. Certified By F. Tennelle, C.S. [County Surveyor]. Advd.

[Advertised?] 18th August 1795. [Chain carriers:] William Saffold, J. Watts, CC. Scale 206 Chs. p[er]
Inch.”90

b o T

89 Georgia Surveyor General, Land Plat Book CC:474 (Washington County); Department of Archives and History, Atlanta.
90 Georgia Surveyor General, Land Plat Book CC:475 (Washington County); Department of Archives and History, Atlanta.
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COMMENTS:

Location: Both tracts surveyed for William on this day are islands in the middle of Oconee
River—suggesting that cattle ranching may have been a major source of income for him.

John Watts: At least three men of this name lived simultaneously in Washington County and
in Washington’s offshoot, Montgomery. All held various county positions, all three appear to
have been a county justice, one a senator, one a county clerk, and one a surveyor. To-date, 16
sample signatures (with positions attached to the names) have been accumulated from
surviving land warrants; but the identities still remain to be sorted.

John Watts’s “signature” above: This document is not an original. Rather it is the land
office’s recorded copy. As such Watts’s “signature” is only a copy.

Chain carriers: The document implies the presence of three men named “J... Watts”: the
surveyor John, the chain carrier John, and the chain carrier identified only as “]. Watts”
(possibly the man named Jacob Watts who also received land grants in Washingt Co. It is
more likely that the surveyor John and the chain carrier John were one and the same. In
studying the full register in which this plat is recorded, one sees numerous instances in
which the surveyor had only one assistant—including the document recorded immediately
before this one, in which deputy surveyor “R. Burney” also cited himself as chain carrier.

TO DO:

e Determine if the original plats, created by Watts’s himself, still survives.

3 MAY 1793
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA > MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Land Warrant.o1

“Georgia. By the Court of Justices of Washington County, to Fra. Tennille, Esquire County Surveyor
for said County, You are hereby authorised and required to admeasure and lay out or cause to be
admeasured and laid out unto William Cocksey, a tract of Land which shall contain Two hundred
and Twenty two acres in said County of Washington on Head Rights

“Taking especial care that the same hath not heretofore been laid out to any other person or
persons. And you are hereby also directed and required to record a plat of the same in your Office
and transmit a copy thereof together with this warrant to the Surveyor General within the term of
two years from this date. Given under Our hands as Justices of Said Court this Third day of May
1793.

Attest Jos Evans, J.P.
Benj. Tennille C.W.C. Thac Irwin
68 B. Tennille ].P.

91 “Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records, 1783-1909,” images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : 10 January 2014),
volume “Clemmens, James ].-Cockson, William,” folder “William Cocksey,” image 645.
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COMMENTS:

The official register in Georgia’s State Land Office records this as a grant of 200 acres to
William Cooksey, Washington County.%2

Under Georgia’s headright law of 1 August 1783, 200 acres was the standard headright for a
single adult male citizen of the U.S. If he were a head of household, he would also have been
entitled to an additional 50 acres for each family member or slave, not to exceed one
thousand acres. By 1793, William should have qualified for this 200, plus fifty each for a
wife, son William, son John, and (likely) daughter Letitia—i.e., a total of 400 acres.

Why William did not receive the full acreage to which he was entitled is yet unclear. No fee
payment was required between the acts of 1785 and 1831. Possibly it rested in the fact that
grantees were required to not only settle on the land but also to “improve three out of every
one hundred acres within eighteen months of receiving the grant, or the land would be
subject to a treble tax.”?3 A request for all 400 acres would have required William, whose
two sons were still small children, to clear 12 forested acres in 18 months.

As with his island tracts, William had his land promptly surveyed. His new headright land
was surveyed just 11 days later.

Faris W. Cadle, the leading authority on Georgia land grants and surveys, describes the land
grant process this way: “To obtain a headright grant, the applicant had to appear before the
land court in the county where the land he desired was located, describe the tract for which
he wished to obtain a warrant, and take on oral oath declaring that he was legally entitled to

92 Georgia Surveyor General, Land Grants Book BBBBB: 360; Department of Archives and History, Atlanta.
93 Faris W. Cadle, Georgia Land Surveying History and Law (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1991), 68.
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a grant. ... The applicant usually accompanied the surveyor to show him the exact bounds to
be laid out to supplement the vague description given in the warrant. The applicant was
allowed great latitude in fixing his bounds. ... In addition, the applicant was obliged to
furnish chainmen, who usually consisted of the applicant himself and one other person—
perhaps a close relative or neighbor.”94

3-14 MAY 1793
WASHINGTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Land Plat.

3 May 1793 (warrant) and 14 May 1793 (Survey). 200 acres for William Cooksey, Washington
County; performed by James Thomas, Deputy Surveyor. According to the survey and patent, the
land was bounded on the North by lands of "Fews" and John Howard, on the East by "Spann's," on
the South by "Spanns and Robertson,"?5 and on the west by "unknown land." No chainmen shown.%
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COMMENTS:

Robertsons:
Individuals surnamed Robertsons were William Cooksey’s neighbors in Washington and
Tattnall Counties, Georgia, and in Covington County, Mississippi.?”

Washington’s Plat Book A identifies two men of this name among original settlers in 1784:

e Jonathan Roberson’s Heirs, 287.5 acres on Buffalo, adj. Phillips (p. 102)

o Joseph Robertson, 287.5 acres “swamp land 4 miles below Long Bluff,” adj. Green Harris
and Few? (p. 142)

John Howard:
Howard’s warrant contains the assertion by Elijah Clarke that Howard was from out of state
when he enlisted in Clarke’s militia.

94 Faris W. Cadle, Georgia Land Surveying History and Law (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1991), 68, 71.

95 For William Cooksey’s Robertson neighbors in Georgia and Mississippi, see “[Rev.] Norvell Robertson,” Daughters of the American
Revolution, Norvell Robertson Chapter (http://www.rootsweb .ancestry.com/~msnrcdar/NorvellRobertson.html : accessed 8 March
2010). Supposedly, Norvell married Sarah Powell in Georgia and they had their first child in 1792.

96 Georgia Surveyor General, Land Grants, Plat Book CC (1784-1799): 227; Department of Archves and History, Atlanta.

97 “[Rev.] Norvell Robertson,” Daughters of the American Revolution, Norvell Robertson Chapter (http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com
/~msnrcdar/NorvellRobertson.html : accessed 8 March 2010). Supposedly, Norvell married Sarah Powell in Georgia and they had their
first child in 1792.
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The “Fews”:

Plat Book A shows four adult males named Few among the original 1784 settlers:

e Travis Few, 287.5 acres, “cane brake” land, adj. Samuel Berryhill (p. 34); no survey plat
appears for Berryhill, however

e Benjamin Few, 1150 acres, “low ground,” adj. Moses Hill (p. 56); Hill’s land lay on Buffalo
adj. Thomas Ramsey (p. 57); Ramsey’s 287.5 acres lay on Buffalo, adj. Jesse Jones (p. 58)
and Jones’s 287.5 acres on Buffalo adj. Bird and Matthews (p. 58)

o William Few Jr, 1207.5 acres “oak, Hickory & Pine land,” on Buffalo Creek (p. 57)
Ignatius Few, 287.5 acres “low Grounds” on Buffalo Creek, adj. Gardner (p. 57); Wm.
Gardner’s 287.5 acres of “pine land ... low ground” adj. Ignatius Few on the Oconee R. (p.
73)

[Ignatius appears later, below, with William Cooksey, as a taxpayer in Tattnall County]

e John Few, 287.5 acres adj. John Offert and Reaves (p. 238)

e Isaac Few, 287.5 acres on Buffalo, vacant on all sides (p. 281)

Spann and John Howard:

No plats appear for either in Plat Book A. However, Bockstruck shows the following:%8
Howard, John Ga. Minute Man 19 June 1784 287.5acres Bp.259
Spann, Charles Ga. — 13 Apr. 1787 450 acres B p.495
Spann, George Ga. — 16 Apr. 1787 287.5acres B p.495
TO DO:

e Study Washington County plat books, 1785-1800.
e (et surveys of surrounding tracts.

1793-1794
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, GEORGIA

County Creation.

Montgomery County was created in December 1793 from the lower half of Washington County.
William Cooksey’s land apparently fell into the bounds of Montgomery.

Those bounds have been described as follows:

"... beginning at Carr's Bluff on the Oconee River, and running along the Uchee Path, to the place
where said path crosses Williamson's Swamp; thence in a direct line to the Ogeechee River; thence
down said river to the Effingham (now Screven) line; thence along said line to where it strikes the
line of Liberty County; thence along said line to the Altamaha River, thence up the said river to the
confluence of the Oconee and Oakmulgee Rivers; thence up to the Oconee to the beginning.”9°

COMMENT:
This John Watts appears to be the John who was appointed 19 December 1793 to a
committee to determine the location of the new Montgomery courthouse. He and his fellow

98 Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State Governments (Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1996).
99 F. Edward Schwabe Jr., The Boundaries of Original Montgomery County (N.p.: Montgomery County Historical Society, 1989), 6-7.
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advisors chose the land of Watts’s future in-law Arthur Lott.100 Lott subsequently became
the tax collector for several years before being replaced by William Cooksey’s friend,
William McCall.1ot (Note also that one of the John Watts who remained in Washington was
appointed that same day to a different team of men who were to determine the location of
the Washington County courthouse.102)

1793-1800
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, GEORGIA

Map of Georgia counties. **
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APRIL-NOVEMBER 1794
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, GEORGIA

Miscellaneous.
A short, published list of names appearing in various cattle records during these months, with no

100 Robert & George Watkins, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Georgia ... to the Year 1798, Inclusive ... (Philadelphia: R. Aitken, Printer, 1800), 619;
digitized at Archives.org (https://archive.org/details/digestoflaw