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ANDERSON OF BUCKINGHAH: 

A CASE STUDY IN FAM ILY RECONSTRUCTION 

WITHIN A ~BURNED COUNTY~ 

Iy El hobetb Sbo wn Nills, CC , FASC' 
Tuoe . loon, Alob ... 

(Continued fro. V. n , p. 19) 

Par t II 

Parental Fadly of Willia. Anderson (1788-1852) 

Willia. Andenon and his wife Nary "Polly" Couch o f 
Buck in3ha. Co., Va,. had been dead for a decade and oore 
when yet .nother fire lutted the county courthouse. De
stroyed in that yea r I 69 were the reo. i ns of the e.tate 
settlements , oarr1a3e records, land transac tions and 
court s uit s which would custoo.rlly be used to Identify 
those children cen suSes suggest were born to the couple 
In the 1810-1830 pe rlod--. s well as cooparable record s 
needed t o Iden tify the birth r •• ily of William. 

In the f i rst segoent of thi s genealogical excurs ion L 

through the burned county of Bucklngha. there w.s out· 
lined t he investlzatlve process by which the children of 
Willl.o and Polly we re identif ied and the ir outmigratlon, 
Were tracked. In the present segoent, the outline wi ll 
progress backward. to ide ntify the birth fam i ly of Willi •• 
and to tr.ce hi. ant ecedent. elsewhere , while provid i ng 
ouch peripheral data on the fa.ily of his wife. 

STEP ONE: REVIEW OF PROBLEM 

According to the Anderson fa aily Bible that w.s located 
in the possession ot a previously-unknown b ranch of thi s 

• 107 Woodrid ,e , TUHaloou, Ala. lH06. Tbe rese .. ch 
outl1ned In this paper .... oo • • lsslonod I>y Anne S . Andero •• 
of th~ L. W. Anderson Gencalo,lcal Lib ra ry. Gulfport, HI ... 
Tlte author .. i.he. to thank t .. o c.,\lugu", Ann L. HeAlIsU • • 
CG RS, 5609 TonJlewood Lone, Lynchburl . va. 24S03, an d 
Sb\,.Ley L. Wllco~. ce, 1500 S. B rd St .• Arlin.ton. Va. 
H202, for their ... Is tan" . wltb portions o f t he rese.rd . 

I The Virgin'" G."."logiH , v. 27, pp. 1_19, rep r lnud 
In Gan."logy (quarterly of tb e Fa.lly History Section , 
Indian. IHstorl.al Sooiety), nO . 78, July IU1, pp. I_ I I . 

ESM
Typewritten Text

ESM
Typewritten Text

ESM
Typewritten Text

ESM
Typewritten Text
Elizabeth Shown Mills, "Anderson of Buckingham: A Case Study in Family Reconstruction within a 'Burned County,' Part 2, Parental Family of William Anderson (1788-1852)," THE VIRGINIA GENEALOGIST30 (July-September 1986): 174-87, and (October-December 1986): 263-73; archived at New England Historic Genealogical Society (http://www.americanancestors.org).



 

Page 1 of 1

10/17/2011http://www.americanancestors.org/ImageHandler.ashx?imageid=1eeb14e8-5766-4186-aa...

MIDKRSOJr 01' 'IICKII/GRAN 

family, t~e Williem Anderson w~o married Mi.s Couch in 
Buckin,~am .. a. born 28 Nov. 1788.2 However, the Bible 
identifies neither father , nor mother , nor place of 
birth. As Vi r sinia r esearcher . are painfully a .. are , 
CenSUSeS for the period of Willia.'s birth and childhood 
a re e ither non-existent or seriously inco.plete, a aking 
it impossible to identify poten t ial fathe r s through that 
standard SOurce. While var i ous auxiliary re.ou rces al.o 
identified sever al of William'. children by naae , t~ese 
records f a iled to hint at the identity of h is siblings. 
They did indicate , hovever , thlt the social and economic 
radius of this f laily lias, broad one , extend in, across 
several of the Jaaes Rive r counties . Moreover, the 
s tudi ed Surna me is a co .. on one , and--as i. often the 
case in problem situations suCh as this one--there existed 
eVen vi thin Buckingha. a nuaber of conte'por ,neous Wil l i •• 
Andersons. 

Given these fact., t~e documentation process r equired 
not only I study of the William who lias •• rried to Polly 
Couch, but al .o I study of all William Ander.on. in the 
res ion. All extant data on these aen had to be ferret ed 
out and , ppropri'tely SOrted between them , in order to 
est.bl l sh a d i s tinctive identity for each. On l y in this 
vay .ight it ulti.ately be ar,ued that any man proposed 
a. father of Williaa va. Indeed hi. f ather .nd not , Jus t 
as likely, the f.ther of one Or a nother of the various 
Wlllh ... 

STEP TWO: REANALYSIS Of KNOWN DATA IN A SPECIF IC SEARCH 
FOR CLUES TO PARENTAGE 

At this point , a searc~ for parentaie mus t be,in with 
an assess.ont of t he known body of d.ta and extrac tion 
or avallab l e c lues to origlns . This reviev spot l ighted 
six sa l ient points: 

--- The Willil. under study vas t~e only Will iaa Ande r son 
of Buckinaham who resided aloni James River. (Therefore , 
within the remainder of this s tudy he v ii I be identified 
as Willi •• of Jalles River.) 

-- County l and tax rolls identify his Ja.os Ri ver 
residence .t 18 ailes north of t~e courthouse.5 Contem
porar y .aps ·show the neare.t .e ttlements to be across 

2 Th. "lllla. A"dena" Faally Uble h presently In 
tho posseuion of Mrs. O. D. C.apb ell , 390 Woodland Dr., 
~ync"burl , Va. 

l S •• particularly th . as •••••• nt. fo r the 11'4_22 
period, ree ls SI _S2, 6uckln,h. County Land Tax Roll. , 
Vlrllnla SUte Archh .. , Rlch.ond . The fuller so rh. ot 
land ta 1 record. u.ed In t hl. s tudy (1711_IISO) II found 
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." rBE VIRCIlIA. GElrEALOClS'l 

tlte river in Alb_.rle County . In particular, Willi •• 's 
plantat ion! .ill, and t.nyard should h.ve l.in between 
(but OpPO$ tel the o l d JaM.S River villages of H""ards
ville and Scottsvil l e. 

--- Several distinctive £..11y n.lles . ppur 'Mong the 
the given na.eS of the children of Willi •• of JaMe s 
River: Sonj.ain Dabney, Thoa.s Over t on , Elizabeth 
How.rd , H.Triet SaUlt, and J.ees SaHli. 

-- Faatly tr.dition .Dons the descendants of Willi'.'$ 
son Sonj.01n Dabney (.5 reported in the prior .rticle, 
p. 4) held th.t he w.s rel.ted t o the Gilaers , Minors 
and Dabneys of Virg inia and th.t he waS • cousin of 
Nathaniel Anderson, e.r l y pioneer of Meapltis , Tenn. 

--- In-I'w, have been identified '5 the Couch (aaily, 
Willi .. being wed to the dau!~tar of ea~t. J • • es eouc~. 

-- The reli,iou. orientat on of Willl •• of J.mes 
Rive r i. unkn.,..n. Evldence exists t~at his .. ife bee •• e 
a B.p t ist .bout 184S. Ho .. ever, no earlier data on 
church .£filiatlon h.s been found for either of thea. 

STEP THREE: IDENTIF ICAT ION OF AVAILABLE RESOURCES 

Four b.sic options e~is t to the sene.loaist who is 
confronted with. "burned couHhouse" problea , and .11 
lust be e~ploited to the fullest: 

A) Survey of published liter.ture. 
B) Identification .nd utili:.tion of .ny courthouse 

resOurces .. hich .ay have escaped the fire or any "re
constituted" records th.t .. ere filed thereafter . In the 
specific c.se of Buckingh •• County . as discussed In the 
earlier .rticle , one pre-file volume reaains in the 
courthouse: Pl.t Book I. 

e) Identif i cation .nd utilization of au~iliary re
source. for t~e county which . ay be .v.il.ble in other 
r epositories. The principal reco rds exunt for the tiae 
period and ,eo,raphic.1 are. involved in this c.se are: 

I) L.nd .nd person. I ta~ rolll on file in the 
Vir,inl. State Archlvel. 

on reels SO_55. Henc . for th in thi s paper th e Rue.rou. 
r.foreneo. to th • • o rolls will not be footnoted indi_ 
vidually. Th. eitod ro.r and entries e.n bo loc.ted 
easlly in the series. PerSon&! tax ralls, which .lso 
.. 1st froa 1782, are .runled I idiarly in ehronolo,!c.l 
ord . r at the Itate .rchives .nd will hereln.ft.r b. clt . d 
by re.r only in the text. 

4 Obituary of "Shur Anderlon, Consort of _ •• 
Ande rson , deceased," [Richeond) R. ti~,;",.. n. ""td, 26 
J.n. U~O. 
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ARDrRSOR OF BUCKIRGRAN '" 
Z) Coun Order Book-Buckinghall , 1781-1182, oriai

nal in "lIe repository. 
3) Buckinl\haa Co. , V •• , Court Records, 1805-1875 • 

• coll ection of .ic rofil lled "loose papers" avdlable on 
loan through t he Ge nealog ic.l Society of the Church of 
Jesus Chri,t o f the L.tter Day Saints • • s Microcopy 
1911083 • 

• ) Extant aicrofillled n""'papeu , ident ifhble (as 
in all counties and s t a tes) throuah the Libra r y of 
Congr ess' series R.w.pap.~. t~ Nte~ofo~ft (available in 
reference section of iood research I hr.ries)_ 

5) State level le,al records , available at .. ajo r 
libraries in published ora through vt"~ i"''' R. po,.U as 
well as the journ.ls of the house and the senate_ 

D) Res.arch in surroundini counties_ As also lien' 
tioned earlier , Willia. of Ja.es River, his in-laws, 
and several of his SonS were known to have extensiVe 
business Interests in the counties that lay above , below 
and ac r"" the river hoa Buckiniha. . It .iiht be 
hypothesized at least initially (until and unless proven 
o therwi se) that Willi •• 's pa t ernal f.llily displayed, 
si.ilar econ".!c pattern . The potential in this caSe 
was particularly pr".isini since those surrounding 
counties (Louisa , fluvanna, Albe.arle , Amhe r st . Bedford 
and Ca.pbell) have eItensive record holdini' , auch of 
which has been .bstracted .nd published for a convenien t 
prellllln,ry sUTVey of the countIes. 

AS i s · invariably the case, t he investigative process 
"luired the frequen t re·examination of .any of these 
re erences IS dat i uncovered in one source provided l eads 
that had to be pursued in resources already used. Ther e
fore, for brevity In this p.per, the rellainder of the 
"steps" hive been silpl ified to Sole degree .nd only out
line the investiiations thn yielded pos itive resul ts. 

STEP FOUR: SURVEY OF PUBLISHED LITERATURE 

Publ i c.tions on the county of Buckiniha. itself are 
s parse, .nd no concretely usetul data were found in any 
of thell;5 ho~ever , a s iz able number of gene.logies 

5 For exa.ple , .. e John Frederick Oor.aft, "" GuUe 
to the Recor<ls of BucUn,ha. County," :rha Vi"ginia G.>la _ 
"loght, v. 6, pp. 1 21-H; "nne Bradbury Peebin, "'uck
in,h •• County. Vir,inia, Ind tbe Southern Parts of Early 
"Ib •• arle ," In Sp.o,:"t Aid. to Ga .. . "l"gi""l Rau",."h .... 
So~th. ,.n F" .. ilia, (Nltional Genn l olleal Society, Sp.o,:"t 
"'ht.o"do .... 110. is ; WasbIn,ton, 19~2), pp . 25_28; and 
Edytbe Rucker Wbitley , G. n."t .. gioat Raeo,.d. of B"okingh~ 
Countlf . Y':~g':da (DIY ton, OhiO, t9U). 
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THE VIRGlllIA GENEA LOGI ST 

exist which treat various Anderson f •• ilies of Virglni' . 
Nost t antal i zing of these were: 

A) W. P. Anderson, A"d . ... o"_Ou . .. t O" (Cincinnat i, Ohio , 
)936). A work whic h defin itely qualifies as one o f the 
most confus i ng genealogies ever published . And.r.o"_ 
Oparto" included one fa.ily uni t o f all edged Suc kingh •• 
res i dence, who. the author reconstructed as follows (pp . 
30Z-0J): 

Thomas Anderson b. l:eb. 17SS : •. Sarah "poss ibly 
Saith as two of her children had that .. iddle na. e.·· 
Issue : 

John SoIl th Andenon 
Sar.h Saith Anderson •• Winfrey 
Ann Anderson •. Cou~ 
1m . Anderson 
Tho •• sJerrer s on Anderson 
Maria Gi s t Anderson 
Po l ly Anderson • . 

As is too often the case , t he 
au t hor' is 

MOl e nu.erous 
nOne of the kn own 
Included . 

" 
to l ocate the 

Meanwhile. 
i; ;~ ;";O eVidence that the 

SOn of Tho • • s wa s tbe 
"Couch connection ," 

not placed , ince dif-
of t en In t ermarried with tho 
these abstrac t s proceeded t o 

c hildren attributed to Tho.as, 
of William of James Ri ver ",a, 

B) SIorah Travers Lewis (Scott) Anderson. I •• "i .... 
H. r ..... tha r . ,,"d T~ . i,. J(i" (Rlch.ond . 1938). Mrs. Ande"o~'1 
work likewise offered po t entially us eful da ta that "'.s 
both tanta liz ing and f rustrating. The Ande r son line that 
she s ketched (wi th no documen tat ion at all) was r eple t e 
with the f a.il y na.eS clai.ed as kin by descendants of 
WII I Ia.'s ,on B. D.: Dabneys, Overtons, Minors a nd Gibers . 
Moreover , one Ander son who appears pro.inent ly in the 
~ork (David of Robert. Jr., by Nary Ove r t on) i. said (pp. 
286-87) to have r esided at Scott sville in Albe1urle Coun ty, 
wh ich places hi. al .oS t di r ectly ac r oss the r iver fro. 
the Willia. under s tudy . David is furth er sa i d by t he 
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A*DlRSO fi OF BIJCKI*GRAII 

author t o have had SonS : 
- Nathanie l (with no reference t o a p<Js sible r e

lIoval to Me-phis) 
- WUli .. who lIarried Mart. Gues t (no t Gist). who 

removed to Enaland and whose dea th withou t issue r esulted 
in l engthy prob.te proceedings there I number of ye. r s 
hter 

- Tholl u . about whOll the author say. nothin, 1I0re 
othe r than t he hct that he was "of Bucklnlhall." 

A,ain. as in the caSe of W. P. Anderson's r efer ence 
to a British court ease . London rese.rcher s have not been 
able to locate the all e,ed probate proceedings for Wili l a .. 
• nd wife Mari. "Guest". However. It has been poss i ble 
to establish tha t Narla' s £'lIlly nalle w. s 12deed the same 
as the "Gist " r eferenced hy W. P. Anderson. Si llilarly . 
it is easily verified t ha t David of Al be •• rl e wa s the 
father of one WIl~i all . Nath,niel. and Tholl,s . as Sarah 
Ander s on a lle,ed; and it can be furth e r es t ab l ished 
that Nathaniel's son . Na thani el , Jr. , lIoved wes twa rd to 
Nellphis in 18 23. s 

In su.-IS is co ... on l y t he e.se-published genealogi · 
cal reSourceS offered c lrcu.s tantial eVidence to su"es t 
antecedents for WI llla. of J,lIe5 River. However. docu' 
. entary proal (o r disproo f. i€ such had been tne case) 
of Wllli •• ' s parenta ge h.d to be establ i shed throuah the 
Ina ly, l s and corre l ation of unpublished pr l.ary r esources. 

STEP F IVE : IDENTIfiCATION OF THE VARIOUS WI LLI AM ANDERSONS 
1M BtlCI( INGItAH 

The fiv e available feder al censuse s for Buckin,h •• 
durini the liletl.e of <Ju r subject (1810'1850) i ndicate 
that there were a t leas t four W1Ill •• Andersons in the 

6 S ••• for .... ple. WI lllaa Wa ll e r Hlnln,. 1h" SUt _ 
.. e ... at La"g • ... of Virg;:";:". Y . 11 (Rlcb.ond. 1813). 
p. 54; t he 1168 letters of S •• uel Cist to Joh n S.itb. 
publisbed I n Eu,enla C • • nd Pres t on G. Giaubrook. V;: .. _ 
11''''£0 Mig""Ho"", R""o".r Co .. "tl/ ( Ri ch.ond. c19( 3) . v. 2. 
pp. vII_viII . 15_25. 3D· H, 39; and Re,lnald II . Gl "ncrou . 
"Vi 7,1 nla Glean1",_ 1ft Enl l lnd." :rll" Y': .. gin':" ""g".i n" 
of HinQ"~ " .. d B,:og .... plll/. y. 37, pp . 39· 12-

7 Will of David A"du son. 3 Oct. 11 89. a bs tracted in 
Wil1la. At.st r on, Crozie • • Y;:"gin;:" COllntw R"aa,.d • • v. 1 . 
p. liS; wi ll of EUlIbeth And l non, Albea.rle Co . • VI .• 
11'111 Boo k 4. p . IS'. 

8 N.ry Cathlrlne Murphy. c .. ., .. d':"" . ' Bo"da of Atb .. ~"t .. 
COllntw. ,.,.gin;:", l?U_16U (Charlottesville, 1968). pp. 
35. AI; Wil l i •• L. No.fo rd . """"':"9 "" af Atb .. ~"t . Co .. .. tl/ 
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county: 
I) Wl111 •• Anderson, born <:1790, enuaerated 1810-S0. 

Subject of this sketch. The published index to the 1840 
federal cnllller.tion of Virlinia identified this individual 
.. "Anderson Willi •• , Jr." lIowaveT , close analysis of 
the penmanship on the microfilmed census return Indicates 
ttlat tho n •• e .hould be read "Andenon , w.. (T.~." This 
important point "ill be developed 5ubsequently. 

2) Wlillall Anderson, Sr. , born cl760 -1 76S , enumented 
1810-18 40. 

3) Willl all Andenon, Jr. [erroneously shown as lIilli •• 
Sr. inl~he published index to the 1810 ViTlinia enuaera-
ticn1, born 1765-10 , enulleuted 1810-1830. 

4 ) Ifl l lhll K. Anderson , bo r n 17'14-1804, enuented 
1820. 
HoweYer, when the full ran,. of reJOurCe. available for 
this "burned" county are utithed -especially tbe extant 
tax Toll s ybicb exist at.ost annually fro. 1782-the 
above list .ay be estended to possibly nine .en of tbe 
sa.e n ••• : II 

I ) Willi .. Anderson , adul t resident cl17I-Si , of 
Anderson's Meeting House in lower Buckingha. (Sepa,ati.t 
Baptist. unde r Renl Cbastain]12 

1) C.pt. Willia. Anderson, Sr., t .. ed <:1782-1811, 
planter near New Canton [possibly sa.e .5 No . I} 

3) Capt. (in.pecto, ) Willi •• Anderson , Jr. , tased 
cI787 - 1837 , phnter near New Canton ~ Webb' s Creek; ap
parent son of NO. 2 

4) Wilila. Ander.on , tased c1805-1852 , planter , tan
yard owner and . ill oper.tor on Ja.n River-the subject 
of this research 

5) Willia .. Anderson, tas ed c1827-IU3, Hatcber's 
Creek , heir of Ren' Chastain and apparent offsp r ing of 
No. I 

6) Willia. Anderson , taxed 182 7 only, W. Holiday Cr eek 
1) WilU •• II. Anderson, used 1838-1850 , lot owner 

in town of New Canton [pos sibly tWO successive . en} 

e .. a Cltal'!ottuuHla, Vil'ginia , l1'I _UU (Chulottesvill e , 
19~6), p. I; n,,",ooa: IHnol'1f of :r~a C .... tery. B{.ogl'apH _ 
"al Shtaltu (N.aphh, 1IH ) , pp. 97_136. 

9 RonHd Vorn Jac~.on and Gary ~onald T"ples , Vil'_ 
gi .. ia 1140 C." .... r"a.", ( ~o"ntlful , Utah, U?8), p. 7 . 

10 Ronald Vern Jackson, David Scha.ter.ayer and Gary 
Ronald Tupln, Vil'gin,a 181D C .... u. 1"a.,. (80"nt1t~I , 
UUh, 1975), p. , . 

II Unl •• s other.i,. indicated, data are taken froa 
the cited ta. rolls on file in the Vir,inla State Arcblve. , 
Uchaond. 

12 See Robert B. Seaple , Rietl;>l'1I of t~. Ri •• a"a Pl'og_ 1"'. of tit. 'aptiat. i" Yi"l1"{',,':a, ed. by Rov. G. W •••• Ia 
( Rich.ond, 1894), pp . 70, 87, 90, 97. 
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8) William T. Ande r son , t axed for land 1849·1850, 
Rock Island Creek , Son of No. 4 

9) Willi •• Anderson, taxed 1850 , trustee of Pine 
Grove Church , possibly s._. as No.4. 

'" 

It is the 1813 thTou8h 1818 land rolls which offer the 
data sost useful In i dentifying which of the taxed 
Willi ..... as the husband of Nary "Polly" Couch. In t his 
interval Polly .akes a brief appe. rance on the tax Tolls , 
i n the following sequence of entries: 

181l Willi •• Anderson. 431 acres , 18 alles N of 
courthouse, Jam.s R. 

1814 WIlli,. Anderson. 4Z9 acres, 18 ailes N of 
courthouse , Jaaes R. 

Polley Anderson. 2 .cres. Anderson Mill, 17 
.ties !Il 

181S [Entries duplicate 1814, with addition.l nota' 
tion that Polley'. 2 acre. adjOined the 429 of Willi • • ] 

1816-7 [Duplicate entries 
1818 IHlli .... Anderson •• 31 acns. 18 DiLes N of 

courtho .... e . J._es R. Notation: "Polly Anderson ' s Z 
acres i s conveyed to John Couch" 

John Couch. Z .cnS. Anderson Mill, 11 _iles 
N of courthouse. Notation "Convd by Jalles Couch" 

The see.in, l y contr.dictory st.teDen t ~ re,.rdin, John 
Couch ' s acquiSition of Polly' s 2 acreS ste.s froll. his 
controversial handlin, of the eSt.te of his inc.pic.ted 
father Ja.es, de.lings which resulted 1n • l.w,uit .gainst 
hi. by one of his siblings.13 However, it is apparent 
(roil the .bove t.x dat., a.plified by the testi.ony in 
the I.wsuit, that the Willi.1I. Anderson who re~ided ,lon, 
Ja.es River lin the subject of our search-i.e.: husband 
of the Polly who appears in the f •• ily Bible as dau,hter 
of Jalles Couch. 

STEP SIX: HYPOlliESIAZAT ION OF FATHER OF WILLIAM OF JAMES 
RIVER 

In addition to i dentifying the Willi •• IIho Ilarried 
Polly Couch . this series of t.x rolls . I so prov i ded a 
vital c lue to his parental identity. Throu,hout the se
quence of t.~ entries outlined above, his naee is consist· 
ently written: "Anderson , Willia. (S.T . )." (It will be 
recalled t hat his naDe appeared .s "Anderson . Willi •• 111" 
on the 18.0 federal enu.eration.) The (S.T.) deslgn.tion 
continues on the lax rol l s. without exception, th rough 
his l.st appear.nce on the land tax roll. in 183. , and it 
can be t r.ced b.ckward with equal consistency throuih 

Il Ly " chburi, va., Cln.ult Coun, Chancery Hie Ul9 . 
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IBOO---a t whiCh tl~~ the .ppend'KG t o his na." .ppe.rs 
lIore fully as "5. Tho." This lIo r e explici t "S. Tho." 
.150 accompanied his n,lI, on the first per.on.l t ax 
roll on which he .ppea red. that of 180(, Buckingha., 

Destin. tions such as these are not at all unco •• on on 
Virg i.nh tax roils and ( t o a lesser extent) on early 
censuses of the cQaaonwe.lth. As experienced Vit,lnia 
r esearchers .re well ,war e , such append.,es a pp. ar of t en 
wh en lIo r e t han one individual in the area bore the s ail. 
na.,,; and they ca--only deno t e. nicko ••• , a place of 
r esidence, (l' "Son of ." In thi s case, the pre· 
s~ptlon is stronl thar-the appenda,. t o his n ••• stood 
for "Son of Thollas. " 

That preau-ptlon .,y be adequately verified---Indeed, 
the entire fallily uni t of onc Captain Tho.a, Ande r son 
of Buckinalla. Can be recons tructed- tllroulh an analysi, 
of th is Sa.e series of tax rolls and a correlat ion of 
its data ~ i th that Ileaned fro. other .0urCe' . 

STEP SEVEN: RECONSTITUTION OF THE THOMAS ANDERSON FAMILY 

The s inlle Tho .... Ande r son ~ho r esided in Buckingham 
during t he period of the bir th of Wil l io. fi r .t emer ges 
as a cititen of that county On 18 NOV. 1780. The Vi~_ 
gi"io Go •• tt. of that date car r ies the adver t iseaent of 
"Tholl., Anderson of Bucking" a • • " offering for rent ISO 
aCreS on Ja ••• River in lower .... hers t f2unty wi t h "30 
or 40 [acres] opposite in Buck inlh ••. " Throughout 

14 "Local Not Ie .. fro_ th o Vir, lnl a G .... n." Th. 
HI'9,n,a Ccnco!og'u . v. S . p. 164. ne first two actuol 
appearances on reco r d of noaa. Anderson place h ie In 
Kanover in 17 75 . A. sub.equen t ly .hown , he was a r esi_ 
dent of that county in January of tha t year whan he aar_ 
riad Miss How.rd of Buckin , h. .. Ne app.ars •• ain th.t 
ye.r (Vil'g,nio Gautt_, 6 Oct. 177S. SUpple •• nt) wh.n h. 
off.red • public apololY f or havin ••• de ot.te.ents that 
were cer t ai nly perceptive, aJthou,h publicly pre •• ture: 

Ha nover Coun t y Co •• i t~ ee 
An . ton e •• nt by Tho •• • And.rson 
At •••• tin. of t h, co • • ittoe for Hanever coun t y. 
Septa.bar S. 1775. Wh ereas I the .ubscriber have 
been chorledwlth soyl nl •• ny thin,. lnJurlou. to 
the A. erican cause. and 1n pa r t icul ar wi th decl.rin, 
that this co"ntry .... In a state of rebelUon . and 
ai •• d . t • St.t. of lod.pondence, .Ore than op po
.itlon t o parlla.en t ary t axat ion : and .. here •• due 
proof Is .ade t heroo f . before th e co •• i tte. of th is 
county: ~ow . in ardor t o atone to th e "t.ost of 
.y power . f or the injury that .. y possibly have 
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A.DrRSO. OF BUCKI'GBAN '" 
the rellaining .onth$ of the Revolutionary War he appears 
frequently as Deputy COII.issioner or Co •• isoioner of 
Provis i ons for Buckingha. County. as ~ell .s a citizenl 
patriot •• king p r ivate contributions to the Revolution
.ry cauoe. lS 

In O<;t. 1181 Anderson applied for. ·new position that 
wH ..... ored to be avail.ble. that of "director" of • 
"Ma,nine of Provisions" whith would serve the various 
J •• n River posts of the Southern A,..y-Ch.rlottesville 
B. r racks, Staunton , . nd New London. There is no evidence 
ht the position was sranted hill. When , the following 
ou •• "r, .n alternate pooit i on Wa' offered by the Rovernor, 

bo . n don . by .0 , I do h. roby declare, .h •• I a. 
h •• r.ily sor r y for such .y ottence; and I do h.re_ 
by prollis., In futur., to conduct . y •• lf 10 •• to 
,Iv. no jUlt cause of co.pl.int to .y coun'ry.en, 
but to cont r ibu'e .y u •• o.t to , h. suee ••• of the 
•••• Ure. adop t . d for .he d.f.nc. of A •• rican 
liberty. Thoul And .rson 

K.noyu, S' ptc.b.r 5, 1175 
The .ald ThOll •• Anderson h.ylnl Illned th o .boy. 
conc •• slon, i •• cquitted f ro. farther pro.ecutlon; 
.nd It II or dered th.t the clerk do forthwith 
trunlt tb ..... to tb. printer, .0 be published 
In .h. G.u ... . 

B.rtlett Anderlon , cler k. 
IS Cate~da~ 0' yt~g'nla Stat. Fap.~. a~d Other Nanu_ 

''' ripta, Wil li .. P. Pal •• r, 8d . , y . 2 (Rich.ond, lUI), 
pp. 3~2, 374, 513, 533. See also Public Service Clal •• 
List , 'u.~lnlh .. Co., 17U, and Pul>lic Se rv ice Clai.1 
coun look, bcUn.b •• County, pp. 19-20, 17, both In 
VIr,lnia SUte ArcHy .... Accordin, to the public servl.e 
chla., On 12 May 1711 AnderSon flied f or rehburse •• nt 
of tbe yalue of unspoclfled loods provld. d to th o ~eyo _ 
lutloR.ry Ar.y. Ko continu • • t o appeor In •• i.lla. 
c.paclty throu,h the end of 1112, provldlnl lOO pound . 
of ,r ... fed beef, on • Juno 1711, .nothe r ~OO pound I 
.hortly thoru f"r, and another 430 poundS later in that 
•••• year. AU1111.ry char, •• for f .rrl.,. for nu . erou. 
prisoners, .... rd., .lId horo .. , tOluh.r with "di an" .nd 
P .. tuul" for the ... 0 Individual." ,un es ... hat h. al.o 
op.ra t ed a ferry .nd prob.bly a .ay-.tat lon or t.vern 
.Ion. the Ja •• s Rlv. r . In 178 2 h. contril>ut ed (. Ibolt 
undu I.pre •••• nt) • "doub l e barrelled ,un" to th o 
COlltinont.1 . r.y and In D.c •• ber of th.t year he .pp •• r • 
• tin. 1 ti •• _h en one Mat.hn AnderSon (his b r othn) 
subllitted hi. 1>111 for 60 d.YI lervice .. ·'Aul .. ant 
Co •• I ••• ry to Thoa •• Anderooll." 
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, .. rilE VIRGilIA GE1I8ALOGISf' 

t ha t o f "Co .. hsionn for sett ling ~ ad justing the 
Ti tles o f ~lai.eT' to un patented lands , with i n the Di.
trict o f Wash! nzton ~ Montg_ery ," he declined. How"ver , 
it does appear tha t he aceept ed • leg is l a tive 'PPoint 
.ent as one of five t ruS t a .. S nallled in \782 t o "esUbli sh 
• t own at the Counho\lse in the CO\lnty of Buckin,h ... "16 

In the .. ak" of th" revolution , hte i n 1782 o r 1783, 
Tho •• s t eJllpora .. ily removed ac roSS t ha J'JII"S River frO
Buck ln,"'. t o Hanover. In Ap r il of t he h tur year, he 
"and Wl £e Sault" (bo th i dentified u .. eddents of Han
overl , disposed of • port ion of their Bucki ngh •• land· 
holdin,., alona: Fish Pond Branch o f J,Jlles River, includ
ing "land of great Syca .. ore Island." . However, it 
does not appear that Tho,.a. abandoned all eeonoa!e 
activities in Buek i n,haa during t his decade, since on 19 
MArch 1784 ano t her t ract of 800 acres was su rveyed f or 
hia a lon, the waters of Buckinghaa'5 Rock Island Cr eek 
(a branch of the J .aes).18 Si.ultaneously , be tween 1783 
and 1189 , th e hnd tax roll. of Uanover assess hi .. t or 
1595 aCres in St . Hartin's Par ish , A ponton of these 
holdin,s , soae (65 acres identified as bein, t he seat 
of his residence and ly i ng "in the upper end" of t he 
county, had been deeded t o hi_ by DaVid Anderson [sub
sequentl y iden t ified herein a s hi. father1 and i n 1789 , 
.fter thei r return t o Bucki ngh •• , Tho~as and Sarah con' 
veyed the faaily tnc t back to his father. I ' 

During the la.t decade of his lire , Anderson con tinued 
his prior role as a c i vic leader of Buc kin&haa, as well 
•• one of the count y ' s l .rgest l andhOlders . By 1796 the 
frequent s urvey. appea r ing in extan t PI.n t Book I, lor 
lands newly-sranted t o Tho ... s , were referring t o hia as 
Capt. Thoaas Anderson.iO The l ast land and pe r sonal 
property t a x roll (1799 ) co.pi l ed before his death In 
1800 .ssess ed Thoa •• fo r 1805.5 acre. , 20 sl aves over 
the Ille of 16 , 6 slaves aged 12-16, and I S horses, whlIe 
the county ' s extant pla t book shows. nu.ber of addi tion
al survey. , t or hi . estate , of lands who.e titles had 
no t been finalized befo re his death.2 l 

16 Cal."da .. or V':"g':,,':a Sta • • Pap . .... v. 2. pp. 566_ 
67 . v. 1, p. 251; Honh., "p. c ':t .. y. ll, p. 29. 

17 Balloy Fulton Davis , th . D •• d. "r A.h . .... C"u"z, . 
V': .. gi,,':a. IU1 . 1S0' . ""d Alb •• " .. ta C,,~ .. t lf , Vi .. gi"ia . 
I1f8 · 1?dl (Easloy, S.C., 1979), p. 201. ct . In, Dud Book 
E, p . • 02. 

18 luc ki n.h a. Co. , Va ., PIU look I, p. 10. 
19 Hanov a r Co . , Va ., Court Racords 1181_92, p. 329. 
20 Buckin,ha. Co . , Vo., Ph. Book I, pp . 8& , 99. 
21 I bid., pp. U, n , 99 , 100, liS, 1H, i12. Th 

1800 da •• for t he death or Tbo.as Is pr ovid ed In Peachy 
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.... DfiRSO. 01' BUC/CI.CIf ... H '" 
Despite the loss of marri.,e records for Buckingham 

C~unty, tvo vives can be iden t ified fo r Capt. Thomas 
Anderson, one fully, one par tia lly. The vt~inta Caaet t e 
on 28 Jan. 177S carried an announcement of the .. rriage 
of "Mr. Tho.as Anderson , J unr •• of ~anover , t o Mi u 
SallY floward , l a te of Buckingha •• ,,2 Sally (or Sarah ) 
1s aort f ully identi fied in two subsequent docu.en t s: 
a 17&5 .urvey . i n adj a cent C. mpbell County, o f 400 acres 
on "both sides of Main Road on Branches of Archer's 
Creek and Buver Cr eek, " made for "Thoaas Anderson 6 
wife in Righ t of B"nj •• in Howard' s En t ry , " and a s iaul · 
taneous court suit of "Tho.as Andenon and Sarah hi s 
wife, la t e Sarah !loward , sole Daughter and heir of 
Ben jamin Hova rd, Dec'f' .,.in5t Jolin Talbot, t 1'1ed in 
C.apbell Count y .lso . 3 Sarah'. de. th ap pa rently occurred 
between 20 April 1789 (. t whic h time s he j oined Tho.a. 
in tile reconvey.nce to Il ls rather of t he (6S-acre f . mlly 
si t e) and 3 Aug. 179 1 (a t which tia" Tho.,s .lone con · 
veyed a portion of his Buckinaha. land). U 

The only documen table reference t o the second •• rriage 
of Tho •• s , which has been foun d t o da te, appears in the 
prev iously cited Plat Book I. On 22 Oct. 1105 , John 
Pa tt erson , Surveyor for Buc kingh •• County, recorded his 
1801 survey of "162 acreS of hnd ••. l ower side of Rock 
I5hnd Creek, " which had been aade for "Robert Rives . 
Na thaniel Ande rson and John Harris , ex t rs . of Tho.as 
"'ndenon. ·· A ,..11 sliver of the pla tted land was .arked 
with .n asteris k . nd ,.rr ied the followini note : 

Tbl. IS le re . WI. ~. k . n Ou t of ~b ls ~r.e ~ tb e 22nd 
October 1805 a,re .able to the las t Wl l1 and Testa •• nt 
of Captn . Tho •• s "'oderson nle d and I dded to t be tract 
of 215 .er.' and K111" ISO •• kln, 1n all ( 00 .er.s 
.. bie h ~b . , aid Tho.a ! Anduson wl1led t o bh I ... 
.. H e now Mu. Bi rk s . 5 

R. Gr l tt ln, ed .• R.po~t o f C,,"". D. oid.d in tho SUpr • • • 
Co~~ t of Apput. of V':rgio",o . v. 11 (Richmond , 18S$) , p. 
l7Z , cas e of Yap"ooH v. Cobba I e at.. Tho dat I l iven in 
this .~i t I. ,upportld by tb. porson.1 t l 1 leri •• wh ich 
ass .... d "no ... And.uon" In 17~9 and tbe "noaas 
And.roon Est ." 1n ISOO. 

22 GI .. lbrook, op . oit . , v . 2 , p. 9,. 
2l Ca.pb ell Co .• VI ., Ord er Sook 1 . 178\- 1785. p. 

l76; Surve y 800k I. unn".bered pI, • . 
24 Hlnove r Co . , VI . , Cou rt Record s 1783·92. p. 329 ; 

"Ucordsof Hanover Coun t y," ",.:tHo,. "oJ Hory CeUege 
q,.a .. U ,.lll Iftle" .. toa l N"g,,"i ... e , I s . u r., v. 21, p. US . 

25 lud inah .. Co., VI ., Plat Sook I, p",e nnaber not 
vi . lbl . on photocopy sup p l ied by Buekin,h a. County court
ho use Ita tt . survey dlted 10 Ju ly I BOI, Innotat.d 22 Oct. 
1805. 
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'" 'tHE VIRGllfiA GlIIEALOClS't 

The ident ity o f the Wi dow Anderson , "now Mrs. 8irk.," 
is partially reve.led by the s._e I.nd tax rolls which 
enable r esearcher s to pi ece t oge ther Thoa as' other 
heirs and offspr ing. 

Between 1800 and 1803 Ande r son' s estate wa s annuall y 
ch.rged for seven trac t s totalling 3353 .creS . The 1804 
roll, howeve r, showed d ras tic ally reduced holdi ngs. 
At the .a •• tia. there f i r st appeared on the roll a Ce
•• Ie surnaaed "Burks" who .... taxed for precisely '00 
ac re. : 
Dolly Burks 400 ac res' 3 Ib Op t o ta l v. lue 60 . 00.00 
The .,Iden ident i ty of the second Nrs . Anderson, Dolly, 
has not been established. It is not iaprobb l e that 
she .. a • • Couch .nd a s ibl ing ot the s ix Couches (chi l d
ren of C.ptain Jiles) who .arried offspring of Thoaa. 
Andenon. It is noted that .... hen Daniel Couch Canother 
s~n of Captain JaMes} died in 1811, h i s heirs included 
• ainor dau!hte r Doll y . It is aha no t ed that the 
accounts pa d by the es t a t e on 6 July 1813, o n beha lf 
of the Minors , included a pl)'JIent to one "D. Burks" f or 
lIoney expended for s t ockin,s for Daniel ' s o rphaned Son 
John. l6 

The second hus band of Dolly (Couc h?) Anderson Burks 
can be identified n one o f t .... o SaMuel 8urks wh o resided 
con t eaporaneously in 8ucklnghJa . Pi n Boo k I, whi ch 
noted the subtrac tion of 15 aCr eS froa • corner of 
Anderson's land, .s part of h i . beques t t o h is .... ido .... 
.. no .... Mrs . IH r ks" contains ye t .nother survey of Andenon 

26 Bedford Co • . VI . , Will Book D-' , p. 2a; Will 
l oo k H_8, pp. 251-6.. If t~l . "ypot~elil prov • • correct, 
u Interntln, Ii tuat ion will niH I n .. hl ch ( v h a 
s er le. of eight .ar rla,e') leven slblln, •• arried a 
,undhthu, Bv. of hil children, an d one o f his IUnd
children _ i ••• : 
Dolly lCo uch 
Jo~n Couch 
" " 

• . 17 9 1-I8~O Tho ... Anderson 
••• 180( (1St) Andu .on 
•• 1810_11 {2nd)W.ry "Polly"Andulon 

J •••• • • rtl ett Couch a. a1800 Ann Ander.on 
Jell e E. Couch •• e18 10 -17 Ann Andulon {wld o .. 

Morr "polly" Cou ch 
Ed .. lTd Couch 

•• 1801 
•• 18\3 

• • cUlO-U 

Co" c ~) 
WIlU •• AnderSon 
Sarah AnderSon 

{" I do," Ninfrey ) 
WinC u y, dt .. 

----or S.uh 
The Co uc n-Couch . nd Coue~_ A nde .. s on in ter •• rriales .. ere 
to continue in lubsequent lene .. . ' ionl, •• not ed Cu .. th ... 
in this p.pe r. 
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A~D'RSO~ 0' 8VC' I ' CRA N '" 
h nd (p. 99) wh ich carries t he noUUCIn ''is Acres Sur
veyd for S •• I. Bi rks 22 Oc t 180S, ' greeabl e t o Capt. 
Thos. Anderson ' s Will . " Do l ly (no t Sa'uel) .ppears 
con t inuously on t he t .x rol l s th rough 1811 , t . xed fO T 
he r 400 .cres on Roc k ~ , l .nd Creek ; t he r e.ft er the land 
i s .ssessed t o Sa.uel . No definite t r.ce of Dolly 
has been found p.st th i s point. 

(To be cont inued) 

27 In 1140 , S •• uel Burks .nd fa.lly an anu.arated 
on the fede r .l cen sul .s t~. n.x t doo r nal,hbor l of the 
newly-.uried 111111 .. D. Couch (Ion 01 J .... hrtlett 
Couch and Ann An derson, and possibly the neph. w of Dolly 
Anderson BurkS) . By 1$50 III. D .• nd " Ih Jane h.d r e_ 
loved to Botetourt County ( Federal "ensUI, Po p.,lotion 
schedule , lIestern Din., p. lOll , d",IUne/h.lly 1005), 
whare t hey shared the i r ho.e " Ith app. r ently- tw l n 
s plnsteu , Ellubeth and Mary Burks , born lIU . fll .. beth 
otl ll r .. idad In the h.lly in 1860 ('otc t ourt Co. , V • • , 
hderal cans us , pOpulo t lon scheduh , Finc" tl " P . O. , p . 
100 , d" ali i ne/fa.lly 6l3), I t 11 fur th er noted th. t 
t" ln s " U' .!so bo r n to IIHlb. D . • nd Jane, on a of " ho. 
" .1 n •• ed DOily. Th, pOSSi bili ty I. wor t h pur.u l ne th.t 
Jana and the tN ln .plnl te~1 " ho Il v. d "Ith he r . ay h.ve 
been d.u.hte r s of Dolly and S •• uel Burk •• Cenous d.t. 
for ~ he Sa.u,,1 Burks household 11 co.patlbla with Iuch 
a hypo t hesis. 
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AUDERSON OF BUCKINGHAM: 

A CASE STUDY IN FAMI LY RECON STRUCTI ON 

WITHIN A 'BURNED' COUNTY 

8y Ellubnh Sho .. n Mill s , CG, FASG 
T\I . c. I OO .. , Ah b ••• 

PAR T II, CONTIN UED 

In tho s • • e year in wh ich t he Tho-a, Ande r son Es t a te 
wa s diminished and Dolly Burks f irs t appeared On the t ax 
roll (180 4 ) , there a lso appea red five .. ne ... .. Andonon 
taxpayers: 
John S.i t h Ande r son 41 7 acres' 17 sh 9 p 

to t a l value 310.00 . 09 
Ma ria Gi st Anderson 450 acre s ' 16 s h 8 P 375.00.00 
Willi as Anderson 431 .cres • 17 . h 5 P 375 . 06.07 
Wa ry Anderson S52 ac r CS @ 23 sh 7 P 514.18.00 
Thos • • Jeffn Ande r son 582 ac res' 12 s h 101 P 37 4. 13. 03 
While an as .ua ptlon aiah t be a ade t hat t he new t • • payer s 
were hi s heirs , t hat .ss~pt ion canno t be .utoa.t lclily 
l ade s ince tha t •• Ie .e ries of t ax rell. i ndic. t es the 
exi. t ence of at least four ot her Anderson heads-of -house
holds i n t he coun t y . Add i tional evidence supportina a 
presua ptlon of he i rSh i p is needed and is par t i a l l y found 
... ithln t he auxiliary da t a shown i n each of t he above 
ebt ries . Wh ile a ... ide va riance ex i . ts in tho acreaae 
taxed to t he fi ve new Anllersons (a f a c t whic h liiht weigh 
aaains , • presul pt lon o f an equitabl e divis i on a~oni 
heirs) It sust be no t ed that t he t ota l value o f each 
piece of pr oper t y above i s vi t hin a few sh i lli ngs of 
every ot her . 

Fur ther search of t he l and roll s revealed t hat only 
t hree othe r ind ividuals in t he count y vere t.xed on land 
wi t h a vl l ue t h. t waS .nywh er e near cOlpa r .ble t o t he fi ve 
new Andeuon tracts: 
Ja_es Bar t l et t Couch S08 acres f U sh 9 p 

t ot.l v.lue l74 .ll . 00 
John Couch , J r . H2 .cr es • 15 sh 10 p lH . 02 . 1I 
Sal uol Winfr ey ~08 acres f 18 sh ~ P 314 . 11 . 00 

The landholdings of t hese eiEht i ndiv i dual . , wh en 
to t a l ed, close l y approxilate but do no t precis ely equa l 
t he t o t a l of the land cha rged t o Tho-•• Anderson in 1799 
pl us tha t surveyed for hil be tveen 18 00 and 1804. Wh en 
eac h of these eliht t rac t s i s f u r ther traced t hroUih 



 

Page 1 of 1

10/17/2011http://www.americanancestors.org/ImageHandler.ashx?imageid=926eb3c0-6e73-4cf7-a9...

'" 1812 and subsequen t tax rolls (whleh stat e l oca t ion ) 
all we re found to be i n and around the ,rea desc r ibed 
a. 17 to IS .11"s north of Courthouse , or Roc k Island 
Creek of Jam.,s River, where Willi •• Ande r son Was estab
lished and where the lands of Captain Tho • •• Anderson 
w" r e surveyed . 

Likewi se , the above list of t axpayers almost •• t ehes 
t he list of Tho ••• Ande r son heirs appearing i n t he pre
viously cited gen"alogy by W. P. Ander'on--allegedly 
taken f r om court proceedings i n London wh ich have nOt 
been located. The va r iance. that ex i st be t w"en these 
twO l i s t s result no t from defic i enc i e s I n the t ax rolls 
but appa r ently from the compila t ion of a n Incomplete 
genea l ogy by the attorneys involved in the legal sui t. 
Principally , the s hortcogl ngs f ound in the W. P. Ande r son 
a bstrac t s are the ogiss ions of One Andc r son daugh t er who 
died r elatively young and , everal additional hus bands 
for two of her of t -married ,Io t er •• 

USing the richly deuiled t ax rolls , cour thouse hol d
ing, of , ur roundlng coun t ies , and e~t.n t papers o f an 
.ssocla t ed f.ally pe~it' the recons truc t ion of t he 
following lis t of children for Capta in Tho~as Ande rson : 

I. Sarah Saith Anderson. Sarah's first hUSband, 
Identified onl y as a Win fre y in t he leBal se ttl eaent 
referenced by W. P. Andenon , can be ao re fully identi
fied a s Saauel Winfrey through t he Buc kinghaa land tax 
rolls . 

App. rently t he fi r s t chi ld born to Thoa.s by his wife 
Sa rah Howard (I.e.; born ." • . 1776) the you nge r Sa rah 
actually wa s ~.rried three t imes , the Winfrey a . rriage 
noted by W. P . Anderson being only the fiut. By Winfrey , 
wh om s he appears t o have wed oa.1794 ( judging by the 
births of her children as deduced froa their own .ari t a l 
and tax data) , Sarah bor e s i ~ children. 

I Coaal s ,ione r' s ~.por t upon the Eotat" of Sa.1 Wintry, 
Dec'd, lo~ I, foldu: 1813 , 1114, U15, 1816, 1811 , 1819, 
Personal Papers File '12 1gS: Pa tuson Pa.l l y PaperS, 
Vi r ,tn la SUte Archives. Sa.uel Win hy' s th11dnn and 
heirS aU therein iden tif ied .. : l} Suu al Nhfrey , J r.; 
2) Tho.a, Winfrey; 3) UI hllow. (I>y d,h. o f aurla,. 
t o Miss Winfrey whose liven RI •• Is yet un known ): . ) 
Na rs~.ll J. Couch (by rllkt of .a.rh,e t o Miss W1ftfrey 
wh o I, thoroin un l dont if led bu t who appear. to be tho 
Mariah A. Ceuch IdUtlfied .. h h wile in un and wUo. 
in ua [DSucHn,ha. Co . , Va . , Dud Book E. p. U, and 
Bed ford Co ., Va. , Dud Book 21. p. HB[); S) Ell .. 
Win/uy ( .. ho .. as no t yet • • nhd by U Jan. 181:1); and 
6) Jo hn Winfrey. 
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S.rah's second .arital venture can be likewise traced 
throush a correlation of t.x rolls . nd officl.1 docu
_ents privately preserved. Afte r Winfrey's death 
(00.1811) hi s eSUt e was taxed for bo th his land .nd the 
(08 aCreS inherited by Sar.h froll he r father. Between 
1813 and 181S , the asseSS.ent fo r the Anderson land was 
tr.nsferred to ~dward Couch (apparently another son of 
Ja_es). Agai n in 1816 the r esponsibility for taxes on 
the l.nd ch~nied hands-- this t i_e r e turnine to the charge 
of Sar.h, who is now Identified .s Sarah S . Couch. Con
Hnation that Sarah , 1n the Inte r i_ , d id .,arry Edward 
Ceuch is provided by priVat ely-preserved copies of the 
1813 Sa~el Winfrey es t ate settl e_cn t which s hows the 
ass i gn_en! of dower to "Mrs . Sarah Couch , !.ate Sarah 
Winfrey." 

In t he ye.r 1823 Sarah Couch I s dropped f ro_ t he t ax 
roll. a~ain , a sltu~tion occ.sioned by her tak ;n~ ye t 

2~ Ibid. "0 docu.ent h •• been found ye t which 
. peclf i cally i den.ifles .he p. ren •• ,. of Edvard Couch. 
Th. hy po t h.si. th •• he is son of C.pt.ln J •••• II b •• ed 
upon the followln,: 

I) Edv. r d Couch and M.rsh.ll J. Couch .r. til. . only tw O 
Couch •• Ie. ,pp •• r ln, on the Buckln,h._ t .x roll. wh o do 
not .ppe.r ••• he.d_of_hou.chold on til.. 18 10 cen.u • • 
Til. ••••• 11, •• o f both ar. kno wn ~ o h.v. occur red . f ter 
th.t do t l , .n~ It 1. pr ob.ble th.t t~ey ve ••• tlll In 
the paren.al ho.e In 1810. 

2) Th . t 1810 CenSus and all p r ior t . x roll l boc k to 
17.2 Indlc.te the exi.tence of o_ly tvo adul . Couch .a l es 
In t~e county of .~.quate a,e to be t he f.ther of Ed w.rd 
and Marsha II J.: C.pta In J • • " Couch and C.pta In John 
Couch (John Couch, Sr.]. 

3) Of these t .. o potenthl fathor . , In 1810 Jo hn h. d 
no youn, . nd .In,l e .dult .01 •• (o r .nyon. o t he r tho_ 
hi. Ippa. ent v l f e) In hi. hou.ehold .. hile J,"e. h.d t .. o 
.. Ies 16-25. One o f .h e two c.n be accounted for In the 
p.roon of Mlnh.1I J. Couch •• proven .on o f J ..... "0 
.ccoun t ln, c.n b. I.de fo r the second youn, 1.1. In 
J .... . househOld In iS I O, If it no t b. Edward. 

() T~ e 1797_1812 lInd t ax roll. credl t od John Couch 
wi th 1379 .cres of I .nd. The ' Ill t ax .01 1 ..... sed hi • 
•••• te wi th 1$59 .creS . Af t er. 'u . v. y •• d. on 2 Novelb., 
of .11. • • Y •• ' {Iuckin, h •• PlO t NIP ' , Vlr,ini. St.te 
Archl ... ] t o effect. dhhi,," of his elt.te . the 1811 
tax roll s ho .. ed 1324 ocrU "dovlUd fro ... tate of Jo~n 
Couch" to John Po tUlon and Tholn Tind.ll (by .I,ht of 
. heir •• rrlall l wi t h Couch d.u,hters1. Ed .. . rd, wh o w" 
.tlll 0 11ve In 1" " , va. no . Included • • on, the hel r l 
Ind dev l .ees of Jo hn. 
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another husband. In March 1824 there wu initiated In 
the cour t of Buckingll •• County a 1."5Uil ( .. hose papers 
al .o have been privately preser ved) labelled r~O~Q. 
Pan .. o~ , Sal'<l~ hi. >Ii,., !(}""' 1'1~ S"l'ah S. Co~"h. for 
C.org. B"ok . .. v. HaI'.h .. U J . C"""h-Debt. 3 The life 
of Sarah has not been traced past th is point. 

2. John Smith Anderson, called "Jad" in the will of 
hi s grandaother, was born 1176-Sl accord i n, to .. ca r re' 
lat;on of .,es s hown on the 1810 federal cenSus of Suck· 
in,~u and the 1840 fedent enumeration of Hopkins Co. , 
Ky, Th e 1805 hnd tax roll of Bucklnghu 5how. h is 
furtller acquisition "pr A.'. Exon" of another 50 acr .. . 
£o"'''1'ly bclonging t o Captain Tho .. as. The 1813 tn roll 
phce. hi s landholdi,,!, "on J . .... , Rive r , his I'hce of 
residence," and the I 14 roll further Identlhu i t •• 
being 18 ~iles north of the cour thouse (.s were t he land. 
of the ether r econstructed heirs of Capuin Tho.as). In 
1816 Joh n $ ., his brother Willi .. , ... nderson , and one 
Marshall J. Couch (Wllli •• 's brother-in·l.w who w" a l.o 
a'Trled to Wlllla~ and John's niece , the daughter of 
Sarah Anderson Winfrey) we re appo inted co~.is.ioners to 
div i de the estate ~f Ma r.hall ' s brother, Danie l Couch , 
in Bedford Coun t y. 

The 1817 ta~ roll drop. John .s a t axpayer and in .ert s 
the co ... ent "John S. Anderson ' s conv. to Chs ..... Scott." 
He i s ,i_ilaTly deleted that ye.r from the per.onal tax 
roll • • John has not been found again until 1840. at 
whi ch ti_e he surfaces in Hopkin. Co ., Ky., being n • .,ed 
in February of that year as executor of the wi ll of his 
brother-;n'law John Couch. He subsequently w.s onu~er
ated on the fed era l census of that year as re siding next 
door t o his sis ter Bnd nephew , Mary .nd D.nlel Couch . 6 
John S.lth Ande r son h.s not been tracked past thi s date. 

3, Ann Anderson, whose bir th can be bracketed between 
1766-84 by a go data s hown on t he 1810 feder.1 censu,? 
or after 1776 by the date of her parents' aarri.ge. 
aO.t probably w., born .bout 1780. While W. P. Anderson 

l P."e.on Fa,l l y P.pers, 10e . oi'" 10. I. folder laH 
• Albe •• rl .. Co . • Va. , Wi ll loo k ., p. 159. vi II ot 

BII .. bet~ Anderson; lueHn,h •• Co,. Ky ., 1810 cen,,,s, 
p, 110. line 13; C.~U" Of HopHn. Co~~t~ . K."twak~ 
(tlidi sonvill • • Ky . . U70), p. 99 . 

5 Bodford Co., V • •• Circuit Cou rt W111 Boo k 4, p. 129. 
6 ~nnje W.lker Burn •• ell, R.oord of Ha~riag •• and "'H. of HopUn" Co" ulf . K.ntwcklf (hshin,ton. 1937). p. 

27 ; C.~.u. of Hopkilla Cou"tv . K."~ .. aklf . loo. cit . 
7 Budln,h •• Co. , Ky .• 1110 cen,u. p. '0. line IJ. 
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ANDERSDN OF BIICKINCHAN 

shows her .a rri ed to one Couch of unknown first nalle, 
i t is apparent tha t s he was actually ( and s uccessively) 
t he wife of two of the Co uch brothers . 

Prior t o the 1804 d iv is ion of her father', esta t e, 
Ann lIarried Jalles Bartlett Couch. (The IInTiage possibly 
occurred before 1800. Jalles' taxation separa t ely froll 
his father that year, On bo th l and and pe r sonal roll s , 
at least suggests tha t he lIa in talned h is own residence.) 
The tax rolls further ind ica t e that James Bartlett died 
in 1809 and that three children later inherited hi s 
es tate. S 

Federa l census a nd county tax da t a indicate tha t Ann 
... nderson Couch did not long r Bain a wi dow. In 1810 
she appearsa l one , .s a sl aveowner . with no children ... 
listed consecutively with her brother - i n-h .. Jesse E. 
Council , who i s assigned Children .atching known data 
for Ann, while nO prior wife can be f ound for Jesse. g 

By 1817 (bi rth da t a f or the offspring of the union 
suggest a dateby 181 3) Jesse wa s s ure ly the husband of 
his brother's widow ; the land roll o f 1817 t . xed one 

a In 1811 Ja.e, B. Couch '. es t . te of 262 .cres 01 •• 
r.duced to 175 acr •• when youn, J ••• • M. Couch Ind wife 
.ol d 8 2 acres (rou,hly I/l) of It to T. M. londunnt 
(.ccord ln, to not.tlon provld.d on I.nd " x r oll of ~ h. t 
y.lr). In l a33 tho e. t .,e • • , a,. in reducad .hen youn, 
J •••• furth.r .old hi. s ha re of th e p~r t io n that had 
ba en i nherited by t. A. Co .. c h, dec'd, I seeond 'on of 
J •• n t . who .pporently d l.d ,,!thou , I., ... leavin. at 
I •• • t one who lo brother .nd t "o h.I'-broth.r. . The t.x 
entry for the purc haser In that yur, John H . Tap.cot~, 
.dds th e note "ConY by Jas M. Co uch: 1/3 of B . A. Couc h' s 
port ion of his fa the r ' . land." Th ..... te oI lS further 
r educed .t . herlff' •• 0 1. in 1835 by 95 3/' .cre. be in, 
co nv eyed f o r t ax e. to 0 •• Joh n Ch •• ber. (.ccord i n , to 
the t • • rol l) "ho 11~."I .e purch •• ed 106 •• re. wh ic h on, 
e. r oline Couch had Inh.rl.ed f r oo the •• t.t. of John 
Turn er. ( Buc kin,ho. Co., VI. , 18S0 c .. .... , dw ol lln, 116 , 
, .. lIy 116, show. Carolin e E. Couch, .,_ lS, ... d .0.', 
• • sidln, .o .t door to the "Ido wed Mart ha Tu rner, .,e 70) . 
Belwun 1836 Ind lU2 th o 95 3/4 ocr .. n • • inin, in the 
es t . te o f J . ... I. Co uch was taxed ... "ru id ent" 
.. tate bu. I n U4l It " ... unsferred to "Non Res i dent" 
I t.tu.. The re • • lnlnl hei r to t he e.tl t e hal no t b.en 
Id en tifi ed . The only I den ti f i ab l e non -r •• l dent of the 
county in t hl, coople. fl.lly In t h. t y • • r " •• J •••• M. 
Couch', h.lf_broth. r UIII .. D. (Ion of Ann by Juse E. ) 

9 hcUn , h •• Co . , Va., 1110 c.ns" . , p. 60 , Iinu 
12- 1l. 
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ellade. A. Scott on tllr 508 acres ( 18 " iles north o f 
courthouse On Jall"s River) wh i ch An n had inherited f r o. 
her fath er Thoa.s. The taK entry car r ies the fu rthe r 
nDution "conyd by Jesse ~. Couch ~ Ann Couch . " 

Between that t ax yea r l8 11 and the da t e of the 1820 
enumera t ion , Ann appears to have died . The lat t er census 
(p. 144) shows Je5l8 with t hree young SOns under the ale 
of 10 and no wife. On Chrisnas Dar 1824 , Jesse ~. 
rewed in Bedford Cou~IY t o Doshla Wil orson, daughter 
of Parson Wilkerson , who bo r e hi .... ycra l other 
c hildren prl"or to the 183Z dea th no t ed On Buckingh •• 
tax r ol ls. 

4. Thoa • • Jeffe r son Anderson , born between 1710 and 
1790 . "ordln, to the 1810 federal "nUluration; l hi. 
birth .. ost probably occurr ed 1780-82. About 1809·10 , he 
wu bonded I n Bedfor d County to •• Tr Y Ann Meriweather 
Tho_ pson , da uahter o f Waddy Thoa pson. He r •• ained in 
posses s i on of hi. Buckina ha. County land throuah 1815 , 

10 lu ~ kln ,ha. Co., Vo . , U20 c en sus , p . tH , line ~. 
!)ne Ann Anderoon d o .. app .. r on t~. 1810 cens u s (p. Ill. 
l i n. ~), b u t surely is no t t~e .. a o p.rson. The la20 
Ann resides next door t o .h e Ol der . idow France. Ander.on 
and _ fo- doors fro. one Olive And.rson_both bolon,in, 
t o a sepno .. "Je t '· o f Anderoons "h o resUed In 0 difhr_ 
ent t • • dist r i ct f roa t hose under s tudy. 

Only tvo o f the three s on. o f J • ••• ~ . Couch .nd Ann 
And. r .on .pp.a r to havo lived to Iha .. a I n .10 •• 0 ' . 
estate_Willha D. ud [d"ard. The 1839 u d 1140 I .. 
roll. char,. Willh. t) . Couch Mith th o alu ... en t for 
"fd"ard Cou c h' s In •• in Jesse f. Co uch" h I ." Ol .houih 
it s ho wed no actual division o f the land. In 11~3 the 
roll not • • th a t Willi •• t). ha d conve ye d to John H. 
1'p,cott, In IH2 ... Ed .. ... Co uc he' . int. in J .. .., f. 
Couche'. Est .. ... lthoa,h. _,dn. th e land hft by J u •• 
had nOt be . n d la\n\ohed In .c r u,.. Flully. the UH 
r o l l ...... t ~ .. t~ . entin 334 ac r .. of J •••• E. ' , 
.... te (P r .... u bly the .hu .. of Willh. O ... v eIl .. 
younl ~dv .rd .nd .I.os t certainly tho • • of th o c h i ld ren 
of .1 •••• br Do.hlo) had a ll b e en conver . d ' 0 Tapscott. 

Fo r . n additional d hcuu l on of Wlillea II . Couc h. 
vh o •• v it . v.s possibly a daulht.r of Wldov Th o ••• 
Anderson by he. second husband. S .... ol BurkS • ••• note 
11 (11:. Vir,'"i" C. n . olo,i.e. v. 30. p . 187) . 

1 1 hdford Co •• Va •• Guo .. 1 I ndex t o Nar";.,e lond ,. 
p. 2~. 

12 Budln,ha. Co . • v • . , 1330 ConIU • • 1'.285 , Iino 
26; Bodford Co ., Va . • !8St) cen.u •• dveilln, 60. faall y 
<0 . 

Il Buckinlha. Co .• Va •• 18 1 0 cen,u s . p. lib. 11ne 16. 
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AIIDtRSON Of BIJCUNCHAN '" 
but In 1814 his land was assessed t o Wa ddy Tho.pson with 
the noUtion "Conveyed by 1110. J. Anderson." Relocating 
in 8edford , 1110.'s is found there as lat e as the 1829-33 
period in which Milton and Silas Sharp were bonded to 
. a rry two of hi s daughte r " Ma r y L. and Maria G. 
And erson . 14 

s. Anderson , f ea~le , born between 1784 and 
1794, according to the 1810 federal enu.er~t lon ; her 
birth a ore likel y occurred at the ear l iest end of that 
tlae frue. By the 1804 division of her fa ther ' s esta t e 
s he had become the wife of J ohn Couch, J r . (son o f Captain 
Jaae s) in whose naae her i nheritance wa S t a xed , although 
th e presence of a a~ le aged 10·16 in he r household in 
18 10 sugges ts that the a .rr l age occurred. year or so 
before 1800 (unless John h.d been aar rled pr eviously). 
This unidentified dau&h t e r of Captain 1110aas Ander ' yg 
appears to have died s hortly after the 18 10 census, 
leavin& two sons and 8 daughter who were rai sed by her 
sister (and he r r eplacement a s John' s wife), Mary 
Anderso n. 16 

6. lIill laa Anderson, born 28 Nov. 1788 , according to 
hi s Bible, .. rried Mary "Poill" Couch, daughte r of Captain 
Jues Couch, on ZZ feb. 180 7. 7 

7. Mary "Polly" Anderson , apparently born in 1790 . 18 

Nary was t a xed in her own ri&ht, for her i nheri ted land, 
through 181 0 , but in 1811 the asse •• aent w. s ch.rsed t o 
John Co uch who al r eady wa . in pos session of anothe r shaye 

14 Bedford Co., v •• , Indu ~o .arrha" Bond • . 
IS Buckin,h. Co., Yo ., 1110 census , p. Ih, lin e U. 
16 If it Is preoua.d tho. tho fiut three dtlldren 

noaed In 'he 18~0 . 111 of Jo hn Couch wer . hi s th r .e old_ 
est chi ldren, thon the •• two .on. and one dau.hter by 
the un i dentified first .. He would be Ed ward Saith, John 
L. on dM.ry An n Couch, th e lattn o f wh oa was by that 
th .. the wih of her cousin J .... D. Co uch (.on of 
Oonlel). 

1 7 For, full er blo. r ophi"ol . ke t ch tha n I. pre.ent ed 
here, .ee Port I , ~h . Vil'gid" C.n." ~ ,,gi.t , v. 21, pp. 
3-19 . 

18 IucUn.h .. Co., Yo ., 182D c enou o , p. U3. iiRe 
n, b.-ckeu hu birth betwe en I77S and 1794 . BueHn. h •• 
Co., va., 1830 c.nsu., p. 283, lin . la , plac .. It between 
1710 and 1790, .. hlle HopUns Co. , ~ y. , IUO cen.us, ~oo . 
cit. , attributes the bl1'th to the 1790-\800 pe r iod. If 
t he birth did Occur in 1790, then it prObablY occurred 
ea rly I n thot yeor sl nee she appeor. to have hod one 
youn, o. s iblln, and he r aother' s death •• y b. re.oon,bly 
doted before l Au,. 1191, as prev l ou.ly dilcu.sed. 
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of the est. t e via his .pparent firs t .arri'ae to Mary ' s 
sis t er. 

More co .. only called John Couch , J r. (u l east th rough 
ISIS when tax rol l s Indicate th.t Buckl nah.m ' s older 
JOhn Couch had died) , Mary's husband appea r . frequ en tly 
In records of the surrounding counties. In I81Z, as 
administrato r of t he estate o f his brother Daniel , he 
petitioned the Albemarle County Cour t far per.ission to 
!>lple.ent a 50 percent increase in " the rate of fe r riage 
at the Warren FerTy ,cTon Ja.es River." Per.in ion 
"U , ranted. 19 In the period 1818-35, John and h is " I£e 
Mary, tOlether with his hrother Ma r shall J. Couch and 
the latte r '" wife Ma ria A. IWinfrey) , were propr ie t or. 
of va r ious l ot s in Lynchburg .Iong J.aes River and Znd 
Al l ey , and 10th .nd 11 t h Stree t s between 5t h and 7th 
Alieys , wi t h a "luabe r hou"e·' be ins e r ected bl ", 
br other. On One of the river ban k properties. 0 

A. possibly the eldest of a large nuaber of slb l l n,s , 
John Couch , J r. , was clear ly the .ost dOlli nent figure 
of his r.aily. Various documen t s In the coun ti es o f 
Bed fo rd and Albea.rl e , .nd t he c ity or Lynchburg , indi
ca t e that he not only served as ad.ini,t rator of the 
estat e of his brother Daniel , but also in the sa.e 
cap.ci t y lor br others Jaaes Bartlett, . nd Karsh.ll J. 
When in 1817 his hther suffered . "p.lsy stroke" that 
le f t hi. "Incapable of attending to his business" and 
" for the IOOSt part confined t o his house , ve r y of ten to 
bed, " John took Over the adainistra t ion of hi . fa ther's 
navigati on buslnen. It .. as in the htter capacity that 
John was sued, In 18Z1 , by his re .. inlng brother Jesse 
~., who alleged his .iSldflinist n ti on of t he fathu's 
estate. The docu.en t s filed in tha t case , heard in the 
court . o f nearby Lynchburl , richly f ill f •• ily saps 
left by the loss of Buckinsha. r ecords.il 

In 1832 John and his brother-in-law Wil l i •• Anderson 
.rr an,cd for the survey of 170 acres of land which they 
he l d 1n co •• on , lying along "so.e of the 511,11 branches 
of Rock IJland Creek. " Soon thereafter , I t appears , 
John reaoved to Hopkins Co. , ky . , whe re in Nov. 1834 he 
executed a powe r of attorney i n f lvor of Curti, C. 
Nunnally of Buckinghaa t o sel l his luaber house in t he 

19 N.thulel Mason Po wlet t , a d., Alb •• a" t. Co .. u~ 
Road Qrd. ". , J?8!-UU (uv. ed.; Ch.rlo lt u vllle, 1910), 
p. 202 . 

20 Lync hb ~r,. Va ., Cb u cery Fi le ISH, Co .. .,h v. 
Sho • .aka". and Index ta Conyayanc., . 

21 J..y nchb"rl, Va . • Ch.nce ry Hie 15 49. 1<>" . "it . , 
.nd Cho ncery File '1419. Co .. "h v. C<>k<>h. 
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town of Lynchburg---a property subsequently described in 
the Ly"chbwJ"9 ViI'9i"i .. " a' "that large and Co .... odious 
Stone Building ••• known by the naae of Couch ' . Lu.ber 
lIouse, . ituated on Ihe .. argin of the river, i .. ediately 
below the brid,e. ,,2 

John did not slaflarly dispose of hi. Buckln,h.a lands 
after hi s .. Ove. In 18~9 another ~2 acre tnct which he 
owned j'ointly with Willia. Anderson w.s surveyed f or the 
palr. 2 and John continued to be taxed on the property 
through hls death. In 1840, the build In,s on John's 
property. which had been valued at S3SH on the 1838 
tax roll but had deprossed in price to $800 by 1839 due 
to a nationwide financial panic, inexplicably "disappeared" 
fro. the IUO asse .. aen t---perhaps l ost to flre. It wa s 
in this yelT that John died in Kentucky. draftin, his 
will on 16 Feb . 1840. Ilis widow , the former Jotary 
Anderson, was s till alive when the £edeu.1 enulleution 
wa S aade that sunaer, but h.s not been tracked past that 
point. 2. 

8. Naria Cist Ander.on, apparent ly the la st infant 
born to C.ptain Tho .. as by hi s wifo Sarah lIoward , wa. 
na .. ed for Naria Cist (daughter of Saauel Gist by hi s wife 
Nary Mas sie . the widow of the Gould 11111 .erchant , John 
Saith) w~~ had eloped ea.1767 with Thoa.s' brother 
Wllli.a. Upon the death of Sarah , the older Maria 
Andeuon (nee Cist) took her namesake "as an in rant ~ 
adopted Iher1 '11th the fondness of • aother." The young 
Maria Gist Anderson waS left a gene r ous bequest in the 
1793 will {cod ieil dattd 179S) of her uncle and adopted 

n BucH n ,h .. Co., Vo., Land Plat Book 1 . p . 27 , 
Lync hb"r" Va., D.ed Book II, p. 73i LIf .. "hb .... g Vi .. ginia", 
n rlous I .. u", Jan. 18l6. 

23 .ueUn,ka. Co., Yo., Plat Book I , p. H. 
H Mill of John COUCh, loe . ".:t . Chi)dun Idutl

fled by John in his lost will and te.ta .. nt .. eu: Edward 
Sai<h, John I., lIary Ann ( wife of J ... o. Couch), Sarah 
Ellubeth (wHe of Jos-ph ROOU), .1 .... Donlal, Nichol .. 
Merl.-ath ar, Tho ... Gaff.ne [Jaffenon], Curtiea Nunally, 
Orville Gi.t , Geo. Calvin , .nd SUlan Rebeee.h ..... execu_ 
<01'1, he na.ed hll brother· In _la w, John S. Ander.on, and 
hlo lon-In · h w and ""phew, J •• u O. Couch. 

2S £u,,,"h G. and Preston G. GI .. ebrook, Virgid .. 
lIi 9 .... ~io" • • """"U,, C"''"t~ ( Rieh.ond, cI9~3), v. ~, pp. 
vii-Viii, 18, letter of 5""01 Gilt to John S.ith [Jr.1. 
~6 Jan. l76a , in ibid., pp. 30_31; lett .... of John 
NOrton to John H.tley Norton, 1766_68 , In f rance. Nor.on 
lIo.on , ed., ""h .. If",.to" d S"ne (Rich.ond, 1937 ) , pp. 
lS-30, .3-~a. 
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filE VIIIGIIIIA GBlfEALOGIsr 

father , Williaa Anderson , ~ho was at that tiae a aer
chant re~iding at Vauxhall, parish of Laabeth, Creat 
Britain . It appears that you ng Maria r emained in 
Enlliand thereafter ~ith her adop t ed a other. Set~een 
lBO' and 1806, her inheritance froa her father waS taxed 
in Buckingham in her own naae, but an annotation on the 
1807 roll Indicate, that he r interest was purchased by 
Jaaes Bartlett Couch , her brother-in-law. 

No ade~uately docuaented evidence has been found, past 
this pOint , fehting to the life of Marl... TIle W. P. 
Anderson account of the London litigation be tween Haring 
and Cist , lUI , cites a s defendants "Saauel Cist, Martin 
Pearkes 6 Nary his wife, late Mary Anderson , w.o. Fowh, 
John Anderson now dec., w.. Beddl, ~ Marla CI,t hi' 
wife, l ate Maria Cist Anderson. an infant represented 
by the sa i d !Cary Pearkes , late Nary Anderson, he r guard
ian." It would appear fro .. the foregoing that the first 
Mar i a Cist. widow of Willi •• Anderson , ~aS reaarried t o 
Pearkes, a nd that the wife of Beddi. was the orphaned 
child of Thoaa, and Sarah Howard Ande rson. The 1881 
date a t tributed to the abs t rac t is Incons istent with the 
details given. Host , If not a ll, of the above individu
al$ shOUld have been deceased long before that time. It 
would appear that the case waS Initiated I nuabe r of 
decade' prior to 1881 and that It possibly reaained In 
litigation until the date which W. P. Anderson abstracted 
from the notes of his London r esearcher in the 1930s.27 

The Eng lish will of Willia. Anderson, .aong other 
records , prOVide. the needed docuaentary evidence to 
establish that Captain Thomas Anderson , Cent. , of Buck
ingh'a, wasone and the saae Thomas, son of David and 
Eli .abe th Hi l ls Anderson of Albeaarle. Amon, the n .... er
ous provisions of his wi l l, Wililaa iden t ifies the infan t 
Ma r l.. Cin Anderson a s his niece and adopted daughter. 
refers to the estate of ".y grandfather Mills ••• In 
Virglnh , " and varlou.ly lIentions his brothers TIIoau. 
N.thaniel, and D.vid , and his brother-In-taw Dabney 
Minor. The th ree brothers, as well as WIIII.a hillself 
and Minor's wife Ann , a r e like~ise nailed as children In 
the wills of David, Sr., and Eliubeth Mills Anderson. 
Similarly the last t estament of Eliz abeth include s a 
be~ue5t to "IITands on Jack Anderson , s on of Tho",,, 
Ande rson , " of 46S acreS in Hanoyer County, whil e it has 

26 11111 of 1l111la. Andoroon , in Re,lnald N. Glencross 
"Vlrlinia Glnni"" In EnJlond," r h o V':"giniQ IIQgQd~o 01 
H{.a t OZ'1I and lJf. og Z'Ophll, .... 37, pp. 19_42. 

27 W. P. And onon, A"aa Z'aon_O"a,.ton (Clnclnu.I, 
1945), pp. l02-03. 
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been sho~n that Tho.a, of Buckingham left a son .nd 
he ir nalledJohn IL e ., ··Jack," by nickn • • el.n The 
property thereby bequest cd t o Thomas' son , mo reove r , ap· 
pears to be the S •• e ~65 .creS which David , Sr. , sold to 
Thomas , and which Thom.s and wife S.rah of Buckingham 
reconveyed to David , Sr., in the 1180s by an indenture 
in which t hehnd was described H tha t "on which Tholln 
fermerly l ived."Z9 Addltion.lly, i n . letter of 6 Aug. 
1782, dated a t Bucklngh.m , Thollas r eferred to David 
Anderson , Jr. , of H.nover , specifically i dentifying hi • 
• s his brother.lO 

The link between Thoaas of Bucklngha. and David, Sr., 
of Albeaar l e, thus cstablished, nark. the co.plet i on of 
thl ' gene810glcal excursion through thc burned county 
of Buckinghan. It .\$0 marks the beginning or a new 
f .mily odyssey t hrough t h.ee goneratlons of Andersons 
that already have been ext ensive l y researched (Oovid, 
Sr. J , Robert, Jr. 2 , Robert, S •• 1) and through such other 
equally prominent Vir!ln!a l ines ,s the Ma ssies , Overtons , 
Cloptons , and Booths. I 

Z8 11111 of £liubUh "'"duson, Albnarlo Co., VI., 
Will 80o~ 4, p . 1 5~. 

29 Hanoyer Co., Va., hcord look 1133-9l, p. n9 . 
30 C"bnd" .. of Vi,."ini" s~" u· P"p. ,.o, y . , (Rlchaond , 

1883) , p. 151. 
II The previous l y cited ,onoalOlY by Sar.h Andorson , 

Lauil . l , N."i~l th.,.e and Thai,. Kin , offer, auch on th.s. 
I ncestral lin es; ulutably the ~ork is OIaOIl ontlrely 
undocuaented, althoulh t he public .tion bl' been found to 
be f.r mo •• rell.ble th.n •• ny or its ,cn re . A si.i llrly 
Inforoll overview Oln be found in Bel.l. l.a.r Anderlon 
Clhert ' , chapter, "Anderson," publis hed in Mrs. John 
.. nnett Boddie, ed., Hilto,.i""t S"~th . ,." t".i1i u , Y. 15 
(Iolthore, 1971), pp. 201_20. 




